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 This 4th of July weekend, America has much to celebrate - especially if you 

like cheese. America has so much cheese this year that no one really knows what to 

do with it. Apparently cheese is this year’s national birthday gift to ourselves. 

Seriously, it's being described as the great "Cheese Glut" of 2016. According to the 

Wall Street Journal "every person in the country would need to eat an extra 3 

pounds [of cheese] this year"  just to get our supply back to normal. So as you fire 1

up the grill for your holiday cookout - don’t forget the cheese. Even so, “Even for a 

society [like ours] that piles the stuff on sandwiches and rolls it into pizza crusts, 

[it’s still] a tall order,”  to eat that much cheese. It’s a tricky problem. You see, two 2

years ago the dairy industry was booming. They were ramping up production to 

feed a growing market. Farmers were buying more cows & spending thousands or 

millions of dollars for new barns - but this year, when all of that extra produce is 

finally arriving on our shelves, the global dairy market has dried up. Prices are 

down and demand is tight because of turmoil around the world. 

 But dairy farmers can’t do anything about that now. For them, it’s too late 

because they already had to buy their stuff two years ago. So now they must keep 

churning out milk & butter & cheese if they're going to recover the cost of their 

investments. In the meantime, we keep stockpiling whatever they produce until the 

markets pick up. As of just a few months ago, our nation was holding “a record-
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breaking 1.19 billion pounds of cheese”  on ice. It’s “the largest stockpile ever.”  3 4

 Aside from the question of how much cheese we can eat, one of the 

interesting questions for us, for Christians, is how we use our wealth - even if our 

“wealth” is just a really big mound of cheese. Because using our wealth has always 

been a central feature of God’s people. We see it in today’s reading from Isaiah. In 

fact, today’s reading from Isaiah is what gave the title  to one of our nation’s 5

founding economic textbooks: The Wealth of Nations [or, it’s longer title, An 

Inquiry into the Nature & Causes of the Wealth of Nations]. Adam Smith’s 

magnum opus (published in 1776, the same year as our nation’s birth) is practically 

the Bible of classical economics.  6

 And for Adam Smith, a Scottish philosopher, this vision from the prophet 

Isaiah - today’s reading - represented the goal or the outcome of a nation’s 

economic life. He was interested in efficient causes like labor and markets; making 

sure that producers invest in the right resources (like cows!) at the right time to 

reap a financial harvest. Because nations that invest in labor and markets are the 

nations who reap the greatest wealth. But what happens if we lay that vision 

alongside the prophet Isaiah. From Isaiah; "Thus says the LORD: I will extend 

prosperity to [Jerusalem] like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an 
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overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled [or 

bounced] on her knees." (Is 66:12).  

 Isaiah may be useless as an economist - otherwise Adam Smith would never 

have written his big book. But the key difference between Adam Smith & Isaiah 

has less to do with how our wealth is generated and more to do with how our 

wealth is used. For Smith, wealth is used to satisfy needs and to reinvest in the 

market. Fine. For Isaiah, wealth is used to satisfy needs & to produce joy - joy for 

all nations. For Isaiah wealth is meant to reveal God’s grace, and it’s purpose is to 

produce joy. That’s the meaning & purpose of anything we call “wealth” - whether 

it comes in the form of a big paycheck or just a really big pile of cheese.  

 And if that’s the meaning & purpose of wealth in our Scripture, then one of 

the interesting practices for Christians is to ask ourselves how the world would 

need to look in order for our wealth to produce real joy; not the kind of superficial 

joy we feel with a new gadget or a new pair of shoes; not the insatiable joy that 

always has to be replenished with one more purchase. But the joy described in 

Isaiah as the birth of a child. The true wealth of our nation is whatever causes the 

world to rejoice with us in the creation of new life; to rejoice with us - that they 

may nurse and be satisfied from our consoling breast; that they may drink with 

delight from our glorious bosom (Isa. 66.10-11).   

 For Isaiah, the wealth of nations is meant to be as life-giving as a mother 

nursing a child. How would our world need to look in order for 1.2 billion pounds 
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of cheese to produce real joy? How would our world need to operate in order for 

people to rejoice at the news of surplus cheese, instead of wondering how long we 

can freeze it for a profit? Whatever we think it might take to move us even a 

fraction of a step closer to the prophetic vision of Isaiah, is what our faith describes 

as the true wealth of our nation. 

 And today’s Gospel helps move us in that direction. Today’s Gospel doesn't 

reject the image of joy & abundance. It doesn't reject the image of God's blessing 

flowing to us & through us to all nations. Today’s Gospel reinforces that message 

and offers a vision for using our wealth. Here’s how it works. Today’s Gospel 

begins by echoing a couple of OT passages; passages about God’s wealth & 

abundance flowing to communities & nations. The number 70 is our tipoff:  Jesus 

commissioned 70 and sent them to every place he intended to go (Lk. 10:1) 

 The number 70 is our tipoff. Because in the story of ancient Israel when 

Moses is burdened and overwhelmed by the responsibility of shepherding God’s 

people in the desert, he complains about having to “Carry them at the breast, as a 

nurse carries an unweaned child,” (Num. 11.12). Moses complains about being 

utterly depleted and not having the abundance or wealth of spirit to sustain God’s 

people. So God says, fine. God says,“Gather before me seventy from Israel’s 

elders… [God says] I’ll take some of the spirit on you and place it on them. Then 

they will carry the burden of the people with you so that you won’t bear it 

alone,” (Num 11:16–17). The number 70 is the measure of God’s abundance that 
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allows people to satisfy their needs and to not be overwhelmed. And that’s not all. 

Even earlier in Scripture, in the book of Genesis, the number 70 represents the 

entire nations of the world. After the flood, when Noah’s descendants spread across 

the land producing life, the sign of their abundance - their fruitfulness & wealth - is 

a genealogy where, “Exactly 70 names are listed… signifying the totality of the 

human race.”  7

 In Scripture the number 70 has a value that signifies abundance & wealth. 

The number 70 is big enough to satisfy our basic needs, and broad enough to fill 

the earth. So today when Jesus appoints 70 and sends them along to every town 

and village where he intended to go, we’re meant to hear it as the sharing of God’s 

abundance in Jesus. We’re meant to see it as the beginning of God’s wealth 

spreading over the earth & bringing joy to all nations. We’re meant to see ourselves 

as the one’s who’ve been given a portion of God’s Spirit (like Israel in the 

wilderness), as the ones who fill the earth with God’s blessing (like Noah’s family 

after the flood). That’s who we are. We’re part of the number 70, sharing God’s 

abundance & bringing joy to the world. 

 And the greatest wealth we bring on our journey isn’t the wealth generated 

by division of labor or productive resources. In fact, Jesus seems to think it best if 

we just leave those things behind or give them away. Jesus says, “Carry no purse, 

no bag, no sandals… Stay in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 
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provide,” (Luke 10:4-7). Don’t shop around for a better deal. Because our greatest 

wealth isn’t the stuff we have or the things we buy. Our greatest wealth is the 

abundance of God’s love in Jesus. That’s what makes us who we are. The people of 

God are always the ones who bring joy to the world by spreading the abundance of 

God’s love; sharing everything we have - no less than a mother nursing a child.  

 Listen to St. Paul in the grand finale of his most provocative letter, 

Galatians. His grand finale is about sharing the abundance of God’s love. It’s about 

restoring fellowship and bearing burdens (Gal. 6.1-16). That’s how we share God’s 

wealth with each other & the world. We do it by bearing each others’ burdens and 

by carrying our own loads. Because it’s the same kind of wealth that God has 

shared with us; the God who bears our burdens, who sacrifices himself to meet our 

needs. This is the wealth of divine love that brings joy to the world: restoring 

fellowship, bearing burdens, and carrying heavy loads. 

 This weekend on the 240th anniversary of our nation’s birth, we have much 

to celebrate and much to share. We’re blessed with incredible privilege & liberty. 

And we should all give thanks. Nevertheless, to paraphrase Jesus… do not rejoice 

at all this, that other nations & markets submit to our will; do not rejoice in our 

stockpile of resources or material wealth. Rejoice that we’ve been given a portion 

of God’s Spirit in the life of of Jesus. Rejoice that we’re invited to share God’s 

abundance with the world. Because neither resources nor material wealth amount 

to anything; but new creation in Jesus is everything! Amen.


