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 There was a lot of excitement for this week’s presidential debate. Some even 

called it the Super Bowl of debates. One candidate is referred to as an “unguided 

missile” while the other is laser guided - but people question the transparency & 

judgment of those targets. So this week somewhere between 80-100 million of us 

tuned in to watch the clash of personalities & to see the sparks fly. The question 

leading up to the event was whether one candidate would be able to win 

America’s trust. Would one person win our trust? 

 But I wonder if that was the real question. I wonder if we didn’t tune in to 

figure out which person we trusted. I wonder if we tuned in because many of us 

already knew we didn’t trust either person - but we still needed to figure out 

what we’d really been trusting all along. You see, sometimes we don’t know 

what we really trust until all of the surface window dressing is taken away. In this 

year’s election, all that stuff disappeared long ago. All the soaring rhetoric about 

shared values and common purpose. So if it’s not the reassuring rhetoric & the 

window dressing of patriotic banners & flags, giant smoke machines & glaring 

video screens, then what have we really been trusting all along? I want us to hold 

that question. Because that question is the heart of the matter for God’s people; in 

every generation, every culture, and every situation, the question before God’s 

people is always: what do we really trust? It’s the question at the heart of today’s 

readings.  

 In our First Reading, the prophet Habakkuk was living in the final, 
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tumultuous days of Israel’s Southern Kingdom (600 years before Jesus). These 

were days when the nation had given up any appearance of respectability as God’s 

people. Because none of their leaders were acting like they’re supposed to. The 

prophet asks God, “Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at all this 

trouble?” The prophet says, “the law becomes slack and justice never 

prevails,” (Hab. 1:3–4). It’s shameless. Bc this was a nation blessed by God. This 

was a nation God called his firstborn; favored among all others. This was a nation 

that received God’s blessing and promises. But for Habakkuk it was easy to see, all 

that surface window dressing had disappeared long ago. The prophet asks: what do 

we really trust? To sharpen the point, if their shameless behavior had always been 

happening below the surface - then what had they really been trusting all along? 

 God answers the prophet. He answers in a passage that’s not included in 

today’s Reading. God answers the prophet, and says: you’re right. These people 

have betrayed their identity. They’ve forgotten their privileges and responsibilities 

- so they’ll reap the consequence of their actions. God says divine justice will 

prevail. But here’s how it works. God’s not going to choose one group within the 

nation. He’s not going to use one party against the other. Instead, God’s going to 

raise up a new nation to judge them all. And not just any nation: Babylon. Their 

great enemy. It’s almost like one of our politicians saying that God’s going to raise 

up ISIS to judge the failures and betrayals of our national heritage. It’s horrifying.  

 And just like you’d expect, the prophet comes unstuck. He responds by 
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saying, God This cannot be!? He says, “I will stand at my watchpost, and station 

myself… I will keep watch to see what [God] will say to me, and answer my 

complaint,” (Hab. 2:1). The message for God’s people is that any nation, any 

culture, any society can reach a place where it simply serves itself; it’s own 

pleasure, it’s own power, it’s own prestige. Any culture can go there. Even if that 

culture is blessed by God. Whenever a culture reaches that place, eventually they’ll 

reap the consequence. But even then, even in the darkest hours God offers the 

prophet - and us - a vision of hope. He tells the prophet to “write it down” because 

it’s just that reliable. God says, write it down because this vision of hope “does not 

lie. If it seems delayed, wait for it; it will surely come,” (Hab. 2:3).  

 The point of the story and the message for God’s people is that we’re invited 

to trust God’s justice in the face of any injustice. In some of the darkest days of 

ancient Israel, the question was: what they’d really been trusting all along. Had 

they really been trusting the God of their faith? Or had they simply been trusting 

their own cleverness, their own power, their own greed? When all of the patriotic 

window dressing goes away, what do we really trust? The prophet invites us to 

trust God’s justice in ordering the world. He invites us to live by faith (Hab. 2.4). 

 Habakkuk invites us to trust God’s justice. 2 Timothy invites us to trust 

God’s power. Because in this letter, the apostle Paul is writing a young man, 

Timothy, from prison, and he’s acknowledging that neither of them have any 

power. Paul is a prisoner (with no freedom). Timothy is a young leader (with no 
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respect). As far as the world is concerned, they’re both powerless.  

 So it’s even more surprising when Paul tells him that “God did not give us a 

spirit of cowardice, but a spirit of power,” (2 Tim. 1:7). It’s surprising, until we 

realize that Paul’s not talking about their own power. He’s talking about God’s 

power. When all of their surface trappings of their power get taken away, the 

question is what they’ve really been trusting all along. Were they trusting 

themselves or trusting God? In this passage trusting God’s power means trusting 

God’s purpose. It means trusting that God can use our weakness to accomplish 

divine purpose. And for Paul, the Resurrection of Jesus proves it. Bc Jesus is the 

one “who abolished death” through his own weakness; who “brought life and 

immortality” through God’s love (2Tim. 1.10). It’s not about winning. It’s about 

revealing the truth of God’s love by the shape of our lives. And Paul says, for this 

reason he gladly suffers because, “I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure 

that he is able to guard whatever I have entrusted to him,” (1.12). 

 Sometimes we don’t know what we really trust until all of the window 

dressing; all the acceptable markers of justice & fairness, power & respect are 

taken away. In those situations, Habakkuk says: trust God’s justice; Paul says: trust 

God’s power. They both invite us to live by faith. And if that’s so; if that’s what 

faith means; if it means trusting God’s justice & power in the face of any suffering 

or weakness; then no wonder the Apostles cry out to Jesus in our Gospel: Lord, 

increase our faith. Because that kind of faith never comes naturally. The kind of 
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faith that we’re invited into is about refusing to be offensive; about confronting 

injustice. Most of all, it’s about repenting of our failures & forgiving others - 

without limit. When’s the last time any of us saw a politician - or even a priest! - 

do all that? 

 We live in a world that desperately needs people who trust God’s justice & 

power; who care less about winning, and more about revealing God’s love. We live 

in a world that needs people who stand at a watch post & live by faith. If we don’t 

do it, then who will? It’s not a question of whether Christians should live by faith - 

any more than whether a slave wonders who should fix the evening meal. It’s a 

question of how we do it. So here’s the key. Living by faith boils down to these 3 

words: do not fear. Our Psalm today repeats it 3 times: do not fear because of the 

wicked (37.1); do not fear over those who do evil (37.7); do not fear - because it 

only leads to evil (37.8).  

 Surrendering our fear is the key to our faith. Because fear is what drives us 

to create false gods; gods that reassure us, or flatter us, or increase our sense of 

control. Fear is what drives us to trust our power to control the world more than 

God’s power to love the world. And each of our readings invite us to replace that 

fear with a life of faith. They invite us (back) to a trusting relationship with the 

God of our faith. A God of limitless justice, love & forgivingness. 

 In this year’s election, maybe the real crisis is that we’re all coming face-to-

face with everything that we've really been trusting all along. Maybe the crisis is 
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what our fears about this year's candidates reveal about us. Do we really trust that 

might makes right? Do we really believe that we can relentlessly pursue our own 

self interest and still create a common good? Maybe the real crisis is that this 

year’s election reveals how many false gods we’ve created out of fear.  

 We live in a world that’s desperate for people to reveal God’s love; that’s 

desperate for people of faith who stand in a watchtower and cry for God’s answer 

to our complaints. Because we still have a vision of God’s hope; a reliable vision 

that “does not lie. If it seems delayed, wait for it; it will surely come,” (Hab. 2.3). 

And whenever we find ourselves tempted & haunted by fear, we’re invited to stand 

with God’s people in every generation, every culture, and every situation; we’re 

invited to stand together & to pray: Lord, increase our faith. Amen. 


