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 Things base and vile, holding no quantity, 

 Love can transpose to form and dignity. 

 Love looks not with the eyes but with the mind. 

 And therefore is winged Cupid painted blind. 

 A quote from Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream - happy Valentines Day. 

It’s a classic passage that’s often summarized as, “Love is blind.” Love. Attraction. Desire. 

It’s long been known to lead us into exploits of courage, or fits of rage; to produce bursts 

of inspiration, or bouts madness. No wonder it was a favorite topic of England’s great 

dramatist. No wonder Shakespeare writes, “To be wise and love, Exceeds man’s might.” 

No wonder his character replies: “I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow than a man 

swear he loves me.” 

 Why? Because love is blind. And, “Men’s vows are [often] women’s traitors.” It’s 

great drama. It’s also great fun. As long as you’re not involved. In fact it’s so predictable 

that even scientists have tried to figure out why love is blind. Their testing reveals 

something we already know: we make poor decisions. Love is blind. 

 The interesting thing is that despite all the evidence; despite centuries of poems and 

plays and tragedies; despite the science behind the blinding effects of romance, we still 

keep falling in love. We still keep following our hearts instead of our heads. We still keep 

making romantic “decisions” that make family & friends just sit back and scratch their 

heads. Because even though love is blind, if you’ve ever been there you also know that - 

when you’re in it - love conquers all. There’s just no stopping the drama of human desire.  
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 In the end it’s really a conversation about desire. And romance is just the tip of the 

iceberg. In fact, romance is probably the best way to let ourselves get blinded by desire. 

Because there are just as many centuries of poems and plays and tragedies of people 

blinded by their desires for money, power, or fame. One of the great truths of human 

history is how easily we all become victims of desire. 

 From our Gospel: The devil said, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 

become bread.” Jesus answered,“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone’,” (Luke 

4.3-4). The Gospels Matthew, Mark & Luke each tell the story of Jesus temptation 

immediately after his baptism. The way it happens in each Gospel, its like he’s still 

dripping with water from baptism when he’s led by the Spirit into the wilderness. The 

Baptism & testing go together. Because baptism is a moment of clarity about who Jesus is: 

Son of God. The Temptation is a moment of clarity about how Jesus responds in the face of 

desire.  

 Here’s the key. In each temptation, the devil is trying to turn God’s blessing into a 

right that Jesus can demand. The tempter is trying to give Jesus a clear path for satisfying 

desire. It begins with overwhelming hunger. After 40 days in the desert, he was famished. 

So the tempter says: command this stone to become bread. If you are the Son of God - it’s 

your birthright. From there, whether it’s bread in the desert, ruling over the nations, or 

being invincible from any harm. The tempter is toying with Jesus; playing with him; 

exploring his best option to reduce Jesus to just one more victim of desire. 

 One of the first mistakes we can make in Christian life is treating God's promises 
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like rights that we demand. It’s easy. It's what lies behind so many parodies and 

perversions of Christian faith - from prosperity Gospel to political promises. Some 

politicians are building huge followings right now by telling voters they have a God-given 

right to win. And it’s not so different from the tempter’s message in today’s Gospel. If 

we’re God’s child, then we deserve to win. That’s the message. But Jesus responds that it 

doesn't work that way. Because as soon as we turn God’s promises into our birthright, it's 

only a short step before we’re building walls and crushing foes. If God’s blessings & 

promises are rights that we demand, then sooner or later the end will justify any means. 

We’ll do whatever it takes to secure our desire. 

 It’s a game as old as time. So that part of the Gospel story is no surprise. The real 

surprise in today’s Gospel on this first Sunday of Lent is that God's blessings & promises 

are something different than rights to demand. In the testing of Jesus we learn that God’s 

blessings & promises are rather a story that we enact. God’s blessings & promises aren’t 

possessions to own. They’re invitations to enact. They’re meant to be embodied by you & 

me. God’s blessings & promises are an invitation to become characters in the love story of 

God & creation. That’s the story we’re invited to enact. 

 We see it happening centuries before Jesus in our first reading from Deuteronomy. 

Deuteronomy is basically a long sermon. The narrative setting for this 34 chapter sermon 

is the plains of Moab just outside the Promised Land. And the entire book is meant to 

prepare them for God’s blessing & promise of land. So today, before they enter, Moses 

says when they arrive in the Land and they begin harvesting crops, they’re supposed to 
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bring some of their first fruits, in a basket, to a priest. It’s their offering of thanks to God. 

And then we find a surprising shift. All of a sudden the person who brings an offering is 

supposed to tell a story about a wandering Aramean. It’s a bit confusing at first. But we 

learn why just a few verses later. It’s a sacrifice tied to a story. It only makes sense because 

of that story - and it’s the story of God's rescuing love.  

 The wandering Aramean is Abraham and the story is about the God who brought 

them from a land of slavery to a land of flourishing. And if we read a bit further after 

today’s passage we learn it’s a story they not only speak with their lips, but also they enact 

with their lives. Because right after today's passage we hear the person making the 

sacrifice is supposed share their offering - their first fruits - with aliens, orphans, and 

widows. In other words, it’s not just about the God who rescued them. It’s about involving 

them to rescue any of their neighbors in great need. It’s a sacrifice that shapes their desire 

to love God & neighbor. 

 That’s how God’s blessings & promises usually work. They’re never something we 

simply demand. They’re always a revelation of God’s justice & peace. God’s blessings & 

promises reveal a world that we’re invited to help create. And we do it by enacting God’s 

rescuing, redeeming love. That's the key. That’s how we avoid falling victim to human 

desire - whether we’re experiencing great joy or even whether we’re suffering great pain. 

If we’re following Jesus then we’re following a God of suffering love, and we can expect 

God’s own suffering will touch our lives too. Every sacrifice we make or endure is a way 

of shaping our desire; of saying that we trust where the story of God’s love is heading. 
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 If the first great temptation of Christian life is turning God’s blessings into rights, 

maybe the other temptation is trying to bring God’s love story with creation to an early 

end. Maybe the other temptation isn’t demanding our rights; maybe it’s trying to speed up 

the story to avoid any suffering in the end. The tempter tries to play this game with Jesus 

too. Because, by the end of the Gospels, everything the tempter is offering today is 

something Jesus eventually fulfills in the end. The tempter says to make bread in the 

desert. In John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus is the bread that comes down from heaven to feed 

people in the wilderness (Jn. 6). The tempter says that he’s been given all the kingdoms of 

the world. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me,” (Matt. 28.18). The tempter offers protection from any harm. Jesus tells 

followers that he’s going to prepare a place of protection with his Father (Jn. 14:6).  

 That’s the tricky thing with human desire. It’s not usually about having bad things. 

It’s usually about following our own path. And the message today on the First Sunday of 

Lent is that following Jesus always includes the path of suffering love. It’s a story that 

leads to the cross, "when the leaders of Israel will [again tempt &] mock Jesus, saying: 

“Let him save himself if he is the Messiah” (Luke 23:35). It’s a journey that leads to the 

cross, but ultimately ends with resurrection and new life. It’s a story about rescue, healing 

and transformation. And if that’s what we mean when we talk about true love, then you 

bet, let’s celebrate Valentines Day with all our might as a festival where love conquers all. 

Amen.


