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 You can learn a lot by the way someone celebrates a victory. For instance, 

with the Super Bowl just around the corner, we can expect creative endzone 

celebrations that include jumping, dancing, and maybe even some finger-wagging 

to hush opposing fans. Football celebrations are typically bold & brash bc they’re 

about conquering through skill or strength. On the other hand, game show 

celebrations are completely different. They’re rarely bold & brash, because game 

show victories are often about luck as much as skill or strength.  

And then, there’s the celebration known as the mic drop. Do you know the 

mic drop? The mic drop is a sign of triumph by someone performing on stage.1 It 

was popularized by rappers & comedians about 30 yrs. ago, but it really took off 6 

or 7 years ago when President Obama performed a mic drop after he “Slow 

Jammed the News” on a late-night talk show.2 A mic drop is a way of saying 

there’s nothing more to say. It’s a way of saying, don’t even try to improve, 

challenge, or question anything just said. The final word has been spoken, and the 

mic is silenced on the floor.  

In today’s Gospel, the words of Jesus have the unmistakable feel of a mic 

drop. He’s in the synagogue as the center of attention. Everyone’s listening. And 

here’s what he does. He reads an epic, prophetic vision of liberation from Israel’s 

                                                 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mic_drop 
2http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2013/01/25/a_history_of_the_mic_drop_when_did_people_start_dropping_t

he_mic.html 
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great prophet, Isaiah. Then he, “he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. He 

began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’,” 

(Lk. 4.). In other words, he is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s great prophecy. There’s 

nothing more to say. Jesus himself is God’s final word on liberation & redemption. 

MIC DROP (or, scroll drop).  

 What exactly is he up to? Jesus claims to be ushering in the year of the 

LORD’s favor; a phrase with some loaded meaning in ancient Israel. The 

LORD’S favor wasn’t just about God’s feelings for people. It was about God’s 

liberation of people. One of the ways to understand the LORD’S favor is to unpack 

that word "release." Jesus says God, “has sent me to proclaim release.”  

Release is about forgiveness; you release the offenses of another (to God). 

It's about liberation; you release a person from prison or slavery. Release is a 

about new life; a life no longer determined by animosity or oppression. The vision 

of release was deeply embedded in the religious and social understanding of God’s 

people in a feast called the Jubliee (Lev. 25). Once in a lifetime, every 50 years, 

debt-slaves were released from bondage and property returned to its ancestral 

owners. For prophets like Isaiah, the Jubilee was a foretaste on earth of God's 

future liberation from anything that threatened the flourishing of creation.  

Jubilee is the dream of God’s promises coming true.  
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If we're going to see Jesus’ words as a kind of mic drop, then we have to 

keep watching and see where Jesus goes, what he says, and what he does when the 

mic drops. If we’re going to understand his mic drop as a triumph, we have to 

understand what kind of triumph it is. Today’s speech happens right after the 

temptation of Jesus. He just spent 40 days in the desert, fasting and being tempted 

by the satan. During those temptations Jesus, rejected satanic invitations to launch 

God’s Kingdom as either a celebrity, a sorcerer, or a tyrant. He rejected animosity 

or oppression as viable options. That’s what happens before today’s mic drop. 

In the chapters after today’s mic drop, he's going to gather a humble 

community of followers. He's going to invite those followers to embody the dream 

of God's Jubilee by allowing love & humility to shape their common life. He's 

going to embody a theme we hear in today’s Psalm described as "the law of the 

Lord" (Psa. 19). What’s described as the Law of the LORD in Psa. 19 becomes 

embodied as Jesus in the Gospels. He becomes the living presence of the Law of 

the Lord. Just like the Law of the Lord, Jesus himself "revives the soul" in table 

fellowship with all the worst people. Just like the Law of the Lord, Jesus "makes 

wise the simple" through teachings of compassion & mercy. Just like the Law of 

the Lord, Jesus rejoices the heart through healing & forgiveness. He enlightens the 

eyes through commandments to love.  
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For Christians, Jesus is the living, breathing presence of God’s Jubilee, and 

the community following Jesus becomes a Jubilee community in the world; a 

community of love, compassion, and liberation in a world that still runs on 

animosity & oppression. On the heels of last week’s celebration of MLK Jr., we 

are people who live with a dream; “a dream that one day every valley shall be 

exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made 

plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, [so that] the glory of the Lord 

shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.”3 We live as the fulfillment of 

that dream, today. 

St. Paul shows what Jubilee looks like in our community. In 1Cor., he’s 

writing to a congregation full of animosity & oppression. And today, as he enters 

the closing chapters of his letter, chs. 12-16, he’s almost entirely focused on the 

shape of  their life together. Bc you can learn a lot about people’s religious beliefs 

by the way they treat one another. Community matters. What we believe and the 

way we treat one another are deeply connected. One theologian, Jane Williams, 

says, “community is basic to any human attempt to understand God. You can get 

only so far with personal, private knowledge of God. The test of it will come in the 

way you interact with others.”4 Community matters.  

                                                 
3 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/i-have-dream-address-delivered-march-washington-jobs-

and-freedom 
4 Jane Williams, Lectionary Reflections: Year C (London: SPCK, 2003), 27. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lectreflyearc?ref=Page.p+27&off=1204&ctx=the+conclusion+that+~community+is+basic+t
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So in the closing chapters of 1 Cor., Paul writes about our mutual 

dependence on each other (ch. 12), our common love for one another (ch. 13), our 

common worship (ch. 14) – all of it growing out of the resurrection of Jesus (ch. 

15). He says, "Now you [all, together] are the body of Christ and individually 

members of it," (1Cor. 12.27). In other words, community comes before 

individuality at church. We are a living, breathing community of Jubilee. 

And that’s always a challenge. Bc we live in a world that has a hard time 

understanding Jubilee. 20 years ago at the turn of the millennium there was a 

modern Jubilee movement to forgive the international debt of some of the world’s 

poorest countries. A lot of people in the developed world scoffed at the idea. Bc 

how could we possibly run the world the way we do if large debts are simply 

forgiven? Jubilee looks foolish.  

That’s why our reading from Nehemiah is so helpful. Our world, today, 

looks and feels a lot like the world of Nehemiah; a world where the hard realities 

of economics and politics are the obvious sources of power and strength. It’s a 

world where God's dream for humanity sounds foolish. 

Today in Nehemiah, God’s people have returned from generations of exile 

to hear God's instruction for their lives together. And when they hear God’s 

instruction, all they can do is weep. Bc their world looks so different. They can 

barely imagine where to begin. God’s wisdom sounds terrifying and foolish, like a 
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hopeless dream. It's interesting that Nehemiah the governor (with political power) 

and Ezra the priest (with religious power) do not launch them on a strategic 

mission to secure their place in the world.  

Instead, Nehemiah & Ezra invite them to become a community of Jubilee in 

the midst of this broken world. They command them to eat, drink, and be merry; 

even sending portions of takeout to those who have nothing for themselves. They 

say, "this is a day holy to our LORD" (Neh. 8.9, 10), reminding us that holiness for 

God’s people always looks like Jubilee. Holiness looks like feasting and releasing. 

We could even say, it's only when feasting & releasing become the center of our 

community that we’ll come to know the joy of the LORD as our strength. 

The key to everything is God’s Spirit. God’s Spirit is the key to a life of 

Jubilee. Today, Jesus returns from his trials & temptations "filled with the power 

of the Spirit," (Lk. 4.14). Paul tells the Corinthians they were baptized into one 

body "in the one Spirit," and they all, "drink of one Spirit," (1 Cor. 12.13). God’s 

Spirit is what allows us to become people of Jubilee. We don’t depend on our own 

cleverness or strength. We depend on the Spirit of Jesus.  

So today, in the light of God’s great Jubilee for us; in the light of God’s 

liberation from all dehumanizing powers of animosity or oppression in the cross & 

resurrection of Jesus, we pray for God’s Spirit to fill this community so that we can 

learn to be a Jubilee community where the joy of the LORD is our strength.  
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Let’s close with some of Paul’s own words for the Church: 

Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 

every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace…. we must grow 

up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 

joined and knit together … as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 

growth in building itself up in love (Eph. 4:1–3, 15-16). Amen. 

 


