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 This week the big reveal finally arrived. This week the Treasury Department 

finally unveiled the next round of changes to our national currency. For the first 

time, a woman is going to be featured on the front of the Twenty-Dollar Bill. It’s a 

big deal. According to one report, “The choice involved questions of who, on 

millions of pieces of paper currency, would represent the achievements of women 

and minorities in American history, and which historical figures [would move over] 

to make room.”  This week the big reveal is that Harriet Tubman is going to be the 1

face of the new Twenty; a woman born into slavery in the 1800’s who later helped 

others find freedom through the Underground Railroad.  

 The Secretary of the Treasury called, “Tubman’s story ‘the essential story of 

American democracy’ … the power of an individual to make a difference, adding 

that ‘so much of what we believe has changed for better for this country is 

reflected in what she struggled for… [Her story] represents the highest ideals of 

community… thinking about others beside yourself, risking everything for 

justice.’”  2

 It’s a big deal. Some people are overjoyed - saying, it’s about time. Some are 

deferential - celebrating, but also downplaying the appearance of a competition. 

Some are even chagrined - pointing to the irony of celebrating a former slave on 

the same currency that would have been used to buy & sell people like her. It's the 

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/20/u-s-to-keep-hamilton-on-front-of-10-bill-1

put-portrait-of-harriet-tubman-on-20-bill/

 Ibid.2
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kind of announcement that stirs things up and sparks a larger conversation. Good.  

 That’s often how it is with big reveals. They shake things up and stir the 

status quo. Tubman's portrait on the Twenty isn’t the only change the Treasury 

announced. Participant’s in the Civil Rights movement are going to be featured on 

the Five. Leaders of Women’s Suffrage will be featured on the Ten. Here’s what all 

these big reveals all have in common. They’re all changes that broaden our focus 

& expand the scope of our common story. They shed new light on some parts of 

our story (struggles for dignity & equality). They move other parts out of the 

spotlight altogether (at least one figure on the Twenty will be displaced).  

 It’s a big deal. But also, just because the big reveal finally arrived this week, 

doesn’t mean any of these changes have actually taken place. It’s still going to be 

another 4 or 5 years before the Treasury has a design concept. “It could take years 

more for all the bills to [actually] enter circulation.” And for some people, waiting 

is the hardest thing. Because until these changes happen, until we actually have the 

currency in our hands and circulating on the street, until then (for some people) 

nothing has really changed. For others, the big reveal itself is enough for now. 

Because now - even though none of these changes have arrived - just seeing them 

means we’re already living with a different story.  

 In our Reading from Revelation:  I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 

the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And 

I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
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prepared as a bride.  (Rev 21:1–2) 

 This week, the Fifth Sunday of Easter, the big reveal has finally arrived. This 

week, in Revelation, the destination of Easter is finally unveiled. We finally see 

where the story is heading in a vision described as new creation. Not creation 

destroyed. But creation reborn & renewed. It’s a big deal. Today’s reading from 

Revelation includes the kind of changes that broaden our focus & expand the scope 

of our common story. The vision from Revelation sheds new light on some parts of 

our story. God’s presence is the central feature. “The home of God is among 

mortals. He will dwell with them as their God… God himself will be with 

them,” (Rev. 21.3). It also moves some parts of our story out of the spotlight 

altogether. “Death will be no more; [also] mourning and crying and pain,” (Rev 

21:4). All the sources of destruction and decay have “passed away.” The vision of 

Revelation sheds new light and broadens our focus.  

 And the big reveal is the face of Jesus himself. The big reveal of Revelation 

is Jesus as “the essential story” of all creation (cf. Rev. 21.22-23). The big reveal is 

that so much of what we believe is right & beautiful & true is reflected in what 

Jesus struggled for, his story. Jesus, the powerful lion who looked like a sacrificial 

Lamb, Jesus represents the highest ideals of community, thinking about others 

instead of himself, risking everything for God’s justice & peace.  

 It’s a big deal. But even so, just because the big reveal of Easter arrives this 

week, that doesn’t mean any of the changes have taken place. For some people, 
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waiting is the hardest thing. Because until the “new Jerusalem” is actually in front 

of our eyes and under our feet, until then (for some people) nothing has really 

changed. For others, the big reveal of Jesus as the center of creation is enough for 

now. Because now - even though the changes haven’t fully arrived - just seeing 

him means we’re already living with a different story. 

 The question we faec is how to live our lives after seeing the big reveal of 

new creation. The question is how we live in the waiting. That’s where our other 

readings can point the way. Let’s begin with the Gospel. Because today in John’s 

Gospel, at the Last Supper, Jesus is telling his disciples how to live in the world 

after the Resurrection when it seems like nothing has really changed. He says, 

“Little children, I am with you [just] a little longer. You will look for me [but]… 

where I am going, you cannot come,” (John 13:33). Then he gives them a new 

command. 

 He says, “Love one another. Just as I have loved you… By this everyone 

will know that you’re my disciples, if you love one another,” (John 13:34-35). The 

new command is a way of saying we become God’s presence for each other when 

it seem like nothing in our world has really changed. We become the presence of 

God and the evidence of God, by simply following his command: Love one 

another. That’s the first response for how we live after the big reveal of new 

creation. Love one another - just as Jesus’ loves us.  

 The second clue for how to live in the waiting - after the big reveal - is found 
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in the Book of Acts. Because Acts shows how God’s love broadens the focus and 

expands the scope of our common story. Acts shows that God’s love always 

produces some kind of real change. That’s what the story of Peter is all about. It’s 

about broadening his focus & expanding the scope of Israel’s story with God's 

people. The changes in the Acts shed new light on some parts of Israel’s story. In 

particular, God’s desire to bless people. The changes in Acts also move some parts 

of Israel’s story out of the spotlight altogether. Specifically, food laws & ethnic 

regulations that separated Israel from other nations around a common table.  

 Notice that for Peter, just like in Revelation, it all starts with a vision (Acts 

11.5). Just like Revelation’s vision of new creation, so also with Peter’s vision of 

the church. Both visions are gifts. They’re not something anyone sits down to 

figure out. They’re simply told, and then shown (11:15). After that, they simply 

become witnesses for God’s big reveal (11:17-18). 

 The Gospel of John commands us to share God’s love. The book of Acts 

shows us how God’s love produces real change. By our love & by our community, 

we simply become witnesses that Jesus himself is the face of new creation. We 

become witnesses that he’s still with us, that’s he’s still creating a new community 

in a new way. That’s how we live our lives after the big reveal of new creation. We 

become witnesses by giving ourselves to a community that’s created and sustained 

by God’s love.  

 That’s how we live in the waiting. For some people, waiting is the hardest 
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part. For some people until “new creation” is actually in front of our eyes and 

under our feet, until then (for some people) nothing has really changed. So it’s fair 

to say that, for now, maybe the closest we get to seeing new creation & feeling it 

under our feet is the Eucharist & our fellowship. Maybe the closest we get for now 

is our weekly celebration of the marriage of heaven & earth.  Maybe the big reveal 3

of Jesus as the center of creation is enough for now. Because even if none of the 

changes in Revelation have fully arrived, just seeing Jesus as the face of new 

creation means we’re already living with a different story. Amen.

 Wright, Following Jesus, p.493


