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 He was there all along, they just couldn’t see it. That was the headline a few 

years back when a family in Brazil discovered one of their pets - a pet turtle - that 

had been missing for 30 years. It sounds crazy, I know, but it’s true. 30 years ago 

their father renovated the family home and during construction someone left a gate 

open. They all figured the turtle just wandered off (slowly), never to be see again. 

 “But they couldn't have been more wrong. The true fate of their lost pet 

remained a mystery for the next 30 years… until recently”  when their father died 1

and the children returned to clean the family home. Up in a storage room tucked 

away where their father had been stockpiling clutter & junk, in the midst of broken 

TV’s and stereos - their pet turtle had been living unbeknownst for all those years. 

He was there all along, they just couldn’t see it. There was too much clutter, even 

when they entered the room to clean up, they still couldn’t see it - at least not yet. It 

wasn’t until one of the kids was going “to the dumpster with a box of [old] records, 

a neighbor asked him if he was intending to throw out the tortoise that was holed 

up inside.”  At that moment the son said, "I [turned] white and did not believe” - 2

almost like a disciple of Jesus at the empty tomb.  

 And as the story of this turtle unfolded there were skeptics and doubters, 

some even wondered if perhaps the entire scenario was just a bit too good to be 

true. But nevertheless, there it was: the family turtle. It appeared. And as far as this 

 http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/family-cleans-house-and-finds-pet-tortoise-went-missing-30-years-1

earlier.html

 Ibid.2
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family was concerned it was nothing less than a story of new life. Because right in 

the middle of mourning their father’s death, a small but meaningful sign of hope 

suddenly appeared. 

 It’s the kind of story that makes it easier to look at the world with rose-

colored lenses; with a sense of new hope & possibility. It’s the kind of story that 

affirms the resiliency of life and the possibility of redemption when all hope seems 

lost. At least, that was the message from the news coverage. To quote one article, 

“in the end, it's hard not to be impressed with the … slow-and-steady approach to 

survival taken by tortoises -- both in living with us, and perhaps sometimes [even] 

in spite of [us].”  Sow & steady somehow survives in the end. 3

 Maybe it’s easy to look at Easter the same way. Maybe it’s easy to see Easter 

as a story about the resiliency of hope when the followers of Jesus were convinced 

that all was lost. Because right in the middle of mourning their beloved rabbi’s 

death, somehow, a shocking story of new life suddenly appeared. To hear John 

describe it in today’s Gospel, when Mary arrives at the tomb on Easter, there’s a 

way in which Jesus is there all along, she just couldn’t see it. 

 We even get tipped off at the beginning of the story because John tells us 

that Mary arrived when “it was still dark.” She arrived in the darkness so wherever 

she was looking - she still couldn’t see. The angels ask, “Why are you weeping?” 

She says, “They’ve taken my Lord and I don’t know where.” Then Jesus appears. 

 Ibid.3
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He asks, “Why are you weeping?” He entered the room and she still couldn’t see it 

- at least not yet. There was still too much clutter in the air. So she says, “If you’ve 

taken him then please, tell me where.” That’s the beginning of Easter. 

 Please hear this. The beginning of Easter makes it easier to see the world 

with a sense of new hope & possibility - it does, no less than a quaint story of a 

family discovering their long-lost pet. And just like that story, as the story of Easter 

unfolds there have always been skeptics and doubters, some people have even 

wondered if the entire scenario is just a bit too good to be true. And despite all the 

appearances we Christians are the ones who keep saying, “However this story 

sounds - Jesus was there, he appeared.” Easter begins as a story of new life. And 

for some people, that’s enough. It’s all they really expect. Fair enough. But we 

Christians have always reminded ourselves that a quaint message of hope & new 

life may happen at the beginning of Easter but that’s not where the story Easter 

ends. For Xstians there’s more to Easter than a set of rose-colored lenses for a 

world that hasn’t really changed. 

 Easter is about more than the surprise of seeing Jesus, like Mary; Easter is 

about more than the curiosity of peeking into a tomb, like Peter; Easter is about 

even more than believing what Jesus said, like the disciple with Peter at the tomb. 

Easter begins with hope, to be sure, but the story of Easter also continues from 

there. It continues with at least two things. I continues w/an affirmation and an 

invitation that are meant to reshape the world. 
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 First, the affirmation. The resurrection of Jesus affirms God’s love as the 

the path to heal the world. Easter affirms God’s power as the power of love. 

Because the resurrection of Jesus is not the climax of a political revolution, it’s not 

the result of market reform, or the achievement of a social campaign - as important 

& meaningful as each of those may be. Yes. But, Jesus wasn’t a failed 

revolutionary or reformer. And the resurrection is a victory of divine love.  

 Listen to the opening words of the final book of Scripture, the Apocalypse, 

or Revelation of St. John; some of the loftiest - and to be honest, sometimes 

scariest - language in all of Scripture. The Revelation begins, “Grace to you and 

peace… from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of the kings of the earth. [that’s about his power & authority. It continues] To 

him who loves us and freed us … by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom…,” [that’s about his sacrifice & solidarity]. Love. Sacrifice. Power. 

Authority. The Revelation, begins by saying “to him be glory and dominion (Rev 

1:4–6).  

 For Revelation - and all Christian Scripture - Jesus’ love, and sacrifice and 

power always go hand-in-hand. There’s no Christian power without love and 

sacrifice. That’s how it always works. After all, Revelation is also the book where a 

conquering Lion is described with the appearance of a sacrificial lamb (Rev. 4). 

Love. Sacrifice. Power. Authority. The cross of Easter affirms the depth of God’s 

love. And the Resurrection affirms the enduring presence of God’s love, even if we 
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can’t always see it - at least, not yet. That’s the affirmation of Easter. 

 Second, the invitation of Easter. Easter invites us to share the love of Jesus 

with the world. At the end of today’s Gospel Jesus calls Mary by name and he 

invites her to spread the word. “This is the [invitation] of every Christian’s story, 

that the risen Jesus meets us and calls us,” to be messengers, we become like 

angels, announcing to everyone we meet, that we have seen the Lord!  4

 Because if God’s love is really the power to heal the world, then sharing 

God’s love is one of the most meaningful and creative things that we can do. Every 

time we share God’s love, we extend the reign of Jesus over the power of death (as 

we hear today in 1 Corinthians). Every time we share God’s love, we lay another 

brick for the new heavens and the new earth (described for us today in the prophet 

Isaiah).  

  Easter invites us to share God’s love as the way to achieve any victory, any 

greatness, any liberation or any peace. And we live in a world where that’s not 

always an easy thing. We live in a world that makes it easy to look right past God’s 

love or to miss it altogether. Because we live in a world with so much clutter and 

chaos; a world filled with brokenness and sorrow, with wars & rumors of wars, 

with terror attacks at home and abroad, a world with political infighting and violent 

rhetoric. And all of that makes it easy to treat love as a quaint set of rose-colored 

lenses in a world that’s never really changed. As far as some are concerned God’s 

 Burridge, John: Daily Bible Commentary, p. 231.4
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love probably wandered off years ago, never to be seen again. But Easter says that 

kind of thinking couldn’t be more wrong. 

 Easter says that the world’s fate has already been revealed in the cross & 

resurrection of Jesus. Easter affirms that God’s love is healing creation and Easter 

invites us to share that love with the world. For some people it sounds crazy, I 

know. But Easter says it’s true - even after all these years. And if we look at the 

cross & resurrection of Jesus together, that love & that power, we have to confess 

that it’s hard not to be impressed with the slow-and-steady approach of God’s love 

-- both in living with us, and sometimes even in spite of us.  

 Because one of the real beauties of Easter is that you & I don’t just receive 

God’s love. We’re not just beneficiaries. We also become God’s love for the world. 

We’re participants. The truth of Easter is that even in the midst of this world’s 

chaos & clutter, we become a living witness of God’s love. And as people see us 

sharing God’s love right here in our own little corner of the world, they just may 

begin to realize that God’s love has been here all along, they just couldn’t see it. 

When they see us sharing that love, with God & our neighbor, they may even go 

running like Mary Magdalene to announce to the rest of the world:  We have seen 

the Lord! Amen. 


