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 My family never had much interest in genealogies or family history when I 

was growing up. We were more like American cross-breeds, or genealogical mutts. 

We just never talked about our history. It never really mattered. Except for one of 

my relatives - a great aunt on my father’s side - who had a different idea. She was 

often described as a little eccentric, maybe even a little crazy, because she had this 

idea that one of our ancestors was a big deal in U.S. history. She was convinced 

that we were related to the first Treasurer of the Continental Congress, a man 

named Michael Hillegas. 

 She was the only one who thought that our genealogy might matter - because 

she believed an inheritance was at stake. It was all about the money. So she spent a 

good part of her later years trying to prove our direct descent from Michael 

Hillegas because he wasn’t just the first Treasurer of the Continental Congress, he 

wasn’t just a good vestryman at Old Christ Church in Philadelphia (where he’s 

buried today), he also loaned what became the Federal Government a decent sum 

of money during the Revolutionary War. And my great aunt thought we had a stake 

in that money if she could prove our claim on his inheritance.  

 She never got very far. Our family still has a file with all of her research. But 

no one ever proved we had a stake in his inheritance. There’s barely enough 

research about Michael Hillegas to produce a Broadway Musical like they did for 

his successor, a guy named Alexander Hamilton who got all the credit when they 

created the Treasury Department. [It’s okay, we’re not bitter….] 
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 Here’s the point. My family never cared about our history - until it looked 

like our history might include an inheritance. If there was any chance - even a 

fraction - that some inheritance was at stake, well then maybe that crazy aunt 

wasn’t so crazy after all. If she wanted to play around with our family history 

maybe she’d discover something worthwhile along the way.  

 Today’s Feast, the Feast of All Saints, kind of works the same way. Because 

for most Christians in our world, it’s awfully easy to forget about our spiritual 

family history. Most of the time it’s easy just to think of ourselves as spiritual 

cross-breeds or mutts; maybe we’re spiritual but not religious. So today’s Feast, the 

Feast of All Saints, draws all of our attention onto our Christian inheritance. It’s 

about our family inheritance as followers of Jesus. Today in Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians he can’t say enough about our spiritual family inheritance. He bangs on 

about it 3x today. He says:  

In Christ we have obtained an inheritance (Eph 1:11); then he says, 

The Holy Spirit is the pledge of our inheritance (Eph 1:14);  

And finally it gets really interesting when he invites us to understand what 

are the riches of our inheritance among the saints (Eph. 1.18).  

For Paul, just like my eccentric aunt, our spiritual family history is all about God’s 

inheritance in Jesus. For Paul, and so many early Christians, following Jesus was 

about claiming their stake in the inheritance of God’s family. And Paul knew good 

& well that most people reading his letter would have a hard time believing it. Paul 
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knew good & well that he might sound just like some crazy relative banging on 

about a golden tix that’s just a little too good to be true.  

 So today when he’s writing to the Ephesians (in ancient Turkey), Paul lays 

out his case in three stages. Here’s how it works. First, he assures his listeners that 

God’s inheritance is already theirs. He assures them by saying: we’ve already 

obtained our inheritance. He wants them to know they don’t have to go chasing 

after it on some obscure treasure hunt. Their Christian inheritance isn’t like some 

lottery ticket that never actually pays out. No, he says, our inheritance as followers 

of Jesus isn’t like that. We’ve already obtained it.  

 But second, even though we’ve obtained it, he cautions them. He qualifies 

their inheritance by saying that it’s currently just a pledge; a down payment in the 

form of the Holy Spirit. He says, this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption (rescue) as God’s people (Eph 1:14). He knows that it sounds like he’s 

playing both sides of the issue. Right? He says: It’s already yours! But just a little. 

So he goes on. He says, it’s not like God locked away our inheritance in a trust 

fund that’s only going to pay out when we’re mature. Paul actually rejects that kind 

of thinking in a different letter to the Galatians (3:25-6), when he says that Moses’ 

teaching was like our babysitter, “But now [he says] faith has come, we are no 

longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God.”  

 We’re already God’s children, full heirs in God’s inheritance, but it’s only a 

pledge. And here’s why:  so that we might live for the praise of his glory (Eph. 
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1.12, 14). The pledge (partial payment) of our inheritance is about fully living now 

for God’s glory. So the final part of Paul’s case is praying that we might know the 

riches of our inheritance, and the glory of God’s power. He says, God put this 

power [this glory & greatness] to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead, (Eph 1:20). The greatness of our inheritance is the power of resurrection life. 

Because the greatness of Jesus is the power of resurrection. And Paul says, the 

greatness of God is the power of resurrection: new life in the midst of any death.  

 That’s the greatness of our inheritance as saints. That’s why our inheritance 

now is just a pledge. Bc we’re not resurrected yet. Our greatness isn’t the kind of 

inheritance that we can put in our pocket to make us feel superior. It isn’t the kind 

of inheritance that makes us better than anyone else. It isn’t like a “small loan” that 

we can use to build an empire. The greatness of our inheritance is about the 

promise of new life in the midst of any darkness or death. 

 So in today’s Gospel when Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor...”, he isn’t 

simply saying God decided to make poor people the primary beneficiaries of his 

inheritance. He’s not trying to mess with us. He’s just describing people who 

already know their life’s inheritance is their utter dependence on God; people like 

the poor, the hungry, the grief-stricken, the outcast & the refugee. These people act 

as our mentors, role models, and saints because they usually see more clearly than 

any of us, just how much our lives are a gift from God. They see more clearly that 

even our most basic possessions are a gift. The question is whether we can see the 
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same thing too. The trick is learning to live right now, with the same dependence 

on God as the poor, the hungry, the grief-stricken, the outcast & the refugee. The 

trick is learning to live fully to the praise of God’s glory, so that others can see our 

dependence on God just as clearly as if we had nothing at all.  

 And if we do, if we live our lives to the praise of God’s glory, we’ll find that 

it brings us into relationship with peopel who already have nothing. Look at Jesus. 

Look at what Jesus does with his inheritance as God’s dependent. He uses it to 

forge relationships that benefit & bless the poor, the hungry, the grief-stricken, the 

outcast, the refugee. And the Gospels invite us to do the same thing. If our 

inheritance as God’s children is about the power of new life in the midst of any 

darkness, then of course we’re going to bless others with new life too. 

 The saints we honor today are simply those people who show us what the 

pledge of our resurrection looks like now in the midst of our daily lives. They 

show us how to live for the praise of God’s glory, so that others can experience 

new life too. Today, this week, in whatever circumstances we happen to find 

ourselves, we’re invited to pray with the great cloud of Xstian saints that the 

pledge of God’s loving & life-giving inheritance might become real in our lives. 

We’re invited to pray that with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may know 

what is the hope to which God has called us, what are the riches of God’s glorious 

inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of God’s 

power for those who believe (Eph. 1.18-19). Amen.


