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 The journey is the message. That’s one of the takeaways from a recent news story 

about a young man, barely in his mid-twenties, who’s already perfected the art, mastered 

the game of airline rewards. He’s known in the industry as a “hobbyist,” a traveler, “who 

uses a mixture of frequent flyer miles and credit card reward points, to zoom around the 

globe for a fraction of the cost.”  And he’s no simple bargain hunter. This guy doesn’t just 1

settle for any seat. He travels “in the kind of luxury [most people] could only dream of... 

shower spas decked out in marble finishing; double beds in private suites; silver service 

meals with enough champagne to make [anyone] giddy” - and all of it on a plane. He’s 

not rich. He’s no executive. But he travels 400,000 miles per year - and get this, he’s 

never had an international flight that was not first class. For this guy, the journey is the 

message.  

 And his message is this: the good life is waiting if you simply make the effort. 

That’s the message in his journey. The perks & rewards are there, just waiting. You 

simply have to make the effort. That’s all. That’s what he does. He’ll jump through any 

hoop. He’ll make any sacrifice. Because he’s traveling to prove a point: the good life is 

waiting, if you simply make the effort. That’s the message in his journey.  

 From our Gospel, “In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 

town in the hill country” (Luke 1.39). Today’s Gospel begins with a journey. And for 

Mary, no less than a jet-setting world traveler in his mid-twenties: her journey is the 

message. That’s one of the takeaways from today’s Gospel, on our last Sunday of Advent. 

 http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/01/travel/ben-schlappig-fly-world-free-airline-air-miles/1
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And one of our best clues to figure out the message in Mary’s journey is a little word in 

the opening verse: haste. “Mary set out and went with haste.” 

 Haste is a meaningful word. Not just because travel moved slow in the ancient 

world. It did. It was almost always by foot. Haste is a meaningful word, not just because 

travel was risky in the ancient world. It was. There was no roadside assistance and some 

people made a pretty good living by ambushing vulnerable travelers. Haste is a 

meaningful word, not least because Mary herself was a young girl - an easy target - no 

more than an adolescent. For all those reasons & more, with haste, begs a question when 

it comes to Mary’s journey. Why? Why would she do it? Why set out with haste on a 70-

mile, 3 or 4-day journey by herself on foot? What’s the message in her journey? 

 The message is this: God’s promise is coming true. It’s finally arriving. That’s the 

message in Mary’s journey. That’s why Mary leaves with haste. Because she just had a 

visit from an angel who said some pretty amazing things: (First) Mary is going to become 

pregnant by the Holy Spirit - whatever that means! (Second) Mary’s gonna bear a son 

who will reign forever and whose kingdom will have no end (Lk. 1.33)! 

 That’s the message in Mary’s journey. It’s the answer to Israel’s age-old promise; a 

promise we find front-and-center in our first reading from Micah. A promise for the 

whole nation; a nation that’s battered & bruised, downtrodden & oppressed; a promise 

that God himself will raise up a ruler for them, a rescuer, who will “stand and feed his 

flock in the strength of the Lord.… And [the people] shall live secure, for now [their ruler 

will] be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace,” (Mic. 5). Peace 
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for all people. That’s the message from the prophet; the same message coming true in 

Mary’s journey; a message that Israel longed to hear. A message, that still rings true 

today. Maybe you’ve noticed, one of the biggest issues in our Presidential debates is 

about peace & security for the whole nation. Which candidate in the mess of our 

contemporary politics can stand & deliver? Who’s our rescuer going to be? Who can 

promise to “be the one of peace”? Because we’re desperate, no less than Mary’s people 

who’d been “walled around” and had, “seige” laid against them. We’re desperate for an 

answer that question too. In fact we’re so desperate, that we may even elect someone 

who’s less than respectable as a person… as long as he guarantees to bring peace. 

 So that our people can live secure, [because] our ruler shall be great to the ends of 

the earth. Peace & security. It’s a vital message in any age. And that’s the message 

somehow coming true in Mary’s journey. She’s traveling to prove a point. And look at 

how it works. According to the angel Gabriel, God’s promise of peace for Mary & her 

people is already there, just waiting. The only thing she has to do is make the effort. And 

that’s what she does. She’ll jump through any hoop. She’ll make any sacrifice on her 

“amazing race” to visit her relative Elizabeth. 

 But here’s the difference between Mary and some jet-setting hobbyist or some 

bloviating politician. The difference is that Mary doesn’t journey to earn God’s promise. 

She doesn’t do it to win God’s vote. She simply does it to bear witness. That’s how it 

works with God’s promises. We’re invited to be a witness. We’re invited to participate in 

the life of Christian faith. That’s the message in Mary’s journey; the message we hear as 
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we await the coming of Jesus this week. The message is that in Jesus, God’s peace is 

arriving - and we’re simply invited to bear witness.  

 Mary’s journey is part of her witness. It’s active. It’s part of her participation in 

God’s peace for the world. Before she even figures out all that it’s going to mean, Mary 

races to the place where she hears God’s miracles are breaking in. Because even at a 

young age, barely a teenager, she’s already perfected the art & mastered the game of 

bearing witness to God’s promise. She’s not rich. She’s no politician. She’s just a kid. But 

she travels 70 miles on foot to bear witness that God’s promise is arriving. For Mary, the 

journey itself is the message. 

And by the end of her story, one of the questions for you & me is how often we 

find similar opportunities to bear witness ourselves. It probably doesn’t happen with an 

angel appearing on our porch, but today with Mary’s story ringing in our ears, we’re 

invited to consider how often we hear the promise of God – but rather than running to the 

heart of God’s action, maybe instead we hold back or play it safe.  

Fair enough. After all: we’re Episcopalian. But maybe - just maybe - we miss 

something if we think God might never invite us to a risky, difficult, or costly journey of 

Christian witness. Every journey carries a message. And if we always hold back from the 

surprise of God’s action, maybe our witness is that God only belongs in the shallow end 

of our lives. If we always hold back from action, maybe our witness is that God only 

belongs in the warm, safe, or friendly tide pools of our lives. Maybe that’s our witness. 

Fair enough. But, how much really happens if we only keep God in the shallow end? We 
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may never sink in the shallow end, but we’ll also never swim. 

Today Mary, the mother of God, magnifies God both with a journey of great haste, 

and also with a song of praise. We call her song the Magnificat because her soul 

“magnifies the Lord.” She magnifies the God who lifts up the lowly, who helps the 

helpless, who delivers the downtrodden. She magnifies the God who works against all 

violence & oppression (cf. Green, NICNT). She magnifies the God who always keeps 

promises. 

Today, as we await the coming of Jesus, Mary invites us to imagine what it would 

look like if our lives became a magnifying glass for God. What unseen beauty, 

compassion or mercy would others see if our entire lives became an active witness? What 

if we magnified God so big that someone who’d never seen God, actually noticed? What 

if we magnified God so beautifully that someone who’d only seen ugly pictures of God, 

instead, fell in love? What if we magnified God so frequently and faithfully that the more 

people looked at us, the more they learned about God? When that happened, we just 

might discover that the more we magnify God, the more God magnifies us.  

One of our deepest Christian beliefs is that we become more truly ourselves as we 

learn to magnify God’s image. And even though the birth of Jesus is a one-time event, if 

we learn to magnify God, we may discover that God is bringing the Spirit of Jesus to 

birth in us too. We may discover that God’s promised peace is coming alive in us. We 

may discover the Spirit of Jesus abiding with us (John 14.17); teaching us (John 14.26); 

testifying for us (John 15.26); and guiding us into all truth (John 16.13). We may even 
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discover that wherever we go and whatever we do, we simply can’t wait to magnify God 

with haste. As we await the coming of our Lord this Christmas, Mary reminds us all to 

make that the message in our journey. Amen. 


