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A public drama has been unfolding in the heart of our nation’s Financial 

District for almost two years. But it’s not the kind of drama you’d expect. It all 

began with a small statue; the statue of a little girl. She’s just 4 feet tall, standing 

with her fists firmly planted on her hips. Her chin is up. Her eyes are bright. The 

wind is blowing in her hair and there’s an unmistakable air of confidence in the 

half-smile curling up at the edge of her lips. You’d think it’s the kind of sculpture 

anyone could support. I mean, who can’t get excited about a young child so vibrant 

& confident? 

The reason she sparked fierce debate is because of her location. Nearly two 

years ago this statue of a little girl was installed directly in front of the charging 

bull of Wall Street. You see, for 30 years there’s already been a statue in the 

Financial District symbolizing everything we love about capitalism. It’s a bronze 

bull, 30-feet-long, and 3 ½ tons. It’s resilient, strong, and once that bull picks up a 

head of steam it seems like almost nothing can stop it. The bull of Wall Street is a 

vision of progress & strength – two of our country’s Cardinal Virtues.  

And this little bronze girl was installed directly in front of that; directly in 

the path of a charging bull. Her location is the message. Her location is what 

makes it impossible to ignore her or be neutral. Her location creates a new & 

controversial message at the heart of America’s Financial District. She’s become 

an icon with her own hashtag. She’s known as, “Fearless Girl.” 

Here’s one of the headlines when Fearless Girl arrived last year. It read, “A 

Bronze Little Girl Has Arrived to Face Down the Wall Street Bull. This Should Go 

Well.”1 And they were right. Soon after Fearless Girl arrived, the sculptor of the 

bull sued NYC, claiming Fearless Girl changed the meaning of his work. Bc for 30 

years, that bull had been alone; a solitary, dominant reality with an unmistakable 

                                                           
1 https://slate.com/human-interest/2017/03/a-bronze-little-girl-sculpture-joins-the-charging-bull-on-wall-street-to-

promote-gender-equity.html 
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message about the power of markets. When Fearless Girl arrived, she completely 

changed the message. All of a sudden the bull had a target2; and not just any target, 

the most sympathetic target of all: an innocent child.  

Needless to say, Fearless Girl has sparked fierce debate. For supporters, 

she’s an inspiration, even prophetic. They say, she’s exactly what we need to 

expose inequalities in our financial system. Detractors point out that she’s a 

marketing gimmick. She was sponsored by an investment group advertising their 

new fund for gender equality. More thoughtful critics have said that even though 

they support the message of Fearless Girl, the image is all wrong. They say, what 

are we communicating if our best response to inequality is a defenseless child in 

the path of a charging bull? What message are we sending? By all appearances, 

that bull is going to win every time. 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor … and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and … Philip ruler … and 

Lysanias ruler … during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came [to none of them, but] to John son of Zechariah [a 

nobody] in the wilderness (Luke 3:1-2). 

 

Today on the second Sunday of Advent, John the Baptist confronts us with a 

new reality in the desert. Just like Fearless Girl, John’s location is the message. 

His location is what makes it impossible to ignore him, or to be neutral. His 

location creates a new & powerful meaning at the heart of Israel’s story. You see, 

when John arrived in the desert proclaiming the arrival of God’s Kingdom, ancient 

Israel already had a dominant structure that communicated everything they loved 

                                                           
2 Ibid. 
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about God’s Kingdom: the temple. 40 years before John, Israel’s king began a 

massive restoration of Israel’s temple. He rebuilt it on a scale larger than anyone 

had seen, with massive stones and precious metal. It became one of the wonders of 

the ancient world. Their temple was the equivalent of our Wall Street bull.  

By itself, the temple spoke of God’s glory, God’s power, God’s victory; 

everything ancient Israelites loved about their nation. Salvation is what the temple 

meant; salvation, as in, rescue from danger and restoration to, “health, wholeness, 

and victory.”3 The temple was both a vehicle and a symbol of God’s salvation. 

It was a vehicle, the means of sacrifice that sustained their relationship with God & 

secured their place in the land. It was also a symbol of salvation; the earthly 

embodiment of God’s presence. As we hear in the Song of Zechariah, it 

symbolized, “that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve 

[God] without fear,” (Lk. 1:74-5). The temple stood for salvation. That’s what it 

meant. 

John arrived, in the desert, not the temple. “The voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness; ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’,” (Lk. 3:4). John’s location 

announced that God’s salvation was arriving outside the temple. If we could 

dig up any headlines from ancient Israel we’d probably find at least one that read: 

“A hairy prophet arrived to face down the Jerusalem Temple. This should go well.” 

Because the moment John arrived in the desert, he became a target for the temple. 

And not just any target, but the most inflammatory target of all; a zealous, 

uncompromising prophet in the spirit of Elijah.  

Just like Fearless Girl on Wall Street, John’s arrival in the desert sparked a 

fierce debate. For supporters, he was an inspiration. He was prophetic. They 

thought he was exactly what they needed to expose inequalities in the temple 

                                                           
3 Joel T. Hamme, “Salvation,” ed. Douglas Mangum et al., Lexham Theological Wordbook, Lexham Bible 

Reference Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lxtheowrdbk?ref=biblio.at%3dSalvation%7Cau%3dHamme%2c%2520Joel%2520T.&off=10&ctx=Salvation%0a~Salvation+is+the+rescue+from+a


Rev. Eric Hillegas  Year C Advent 2, 2018 

St. Chrysostom’s Church 

system. Detractors would have said he was a cheap mouthpiece for radical 

extremists. More thoughtful critics might have said even though they supported 

John’s message, the image was all wrong. After all, they might have said, what are 

we communicating if our best response to the troubling aspects of our temple is a 

single prophet in the wilderness? What message are we sending? He had no 

resources, no credentials, no relationship with all the important rulers who run the 

world. The temple system had all those things. By every appearance, the temple 

was going to win every time. 

Better, according to John’s thoughtful critics, would have been a message 

like Malachi. Malachi (a name that means, “my messenger”) was a prophet 

seeking to reform the temple system. Malachi prophesied in the early days of 

another rebuilding project 500 years before John. In Malachi’s day, the people had 

returned from exile to find Jerusalem a wasteland. In Malachi’s day, the people 

furiously devoted themselves to rebuilding a makeshift temple bc they were 

desperate for salvation. They were desperate to be rescued from their enemies and 

to serve God without fear. The temple was going to be their salvation. 

So Malachi warns them not to use the temple as a protection racket. He says, 

look, the temple is God’s gift but you can’t control God. The temple is part of a 

living relationship. The same glory, power, & resilience they were seeking for 

safety was going to feel like a burning fire if they didn’t put a living relationship 

with God first. Malachi was a reformer intent on purifying the existing system. 

500 years later, surely John the Baptist’s most thoughtful critics would have pulled 

him aside and encouraged him to do the same. But John was no reformer. You 

don’t go to the desert to reform an existing system. You go to prepare for 

something new.   

During Advent, John reminds us that God’s salvation is more than 

reform; it’s about more than our own reflection or self-improvement. John’s 
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arrival in the desert announces salvation as something new altogether. It’s an 

intervention. The salvation that arrives with Jesus, “is what Martin Luther called 

‘left-handed power.’ [where left & right are indicators of less dominant or more 

dominant. It’s not a put-down of left-handed people. For Luther] The ‘right-

handed power’ of the world [the dominant power] is based on force and brute 

strength, whether military force or personal ambition. Right-handed power [is what 

we usually think of. It’s dominant. But it] can always be defeated by a greater 

right-handed force. But left-handed power is the power of love, the power of 

forgiveness, the power of self-giving.” God’s salvation in Jesus is an act of left-

handed power. Left-handed power is easy to miss bc it’s always less dominant in 

our world. But in spite of appearances, the arrival of Jesus reveals, “There is no 

greater power in the universe”4 than the surprising left-handed power of God’s 

self-giving & forgiving love. 

When we turn to Philippians, we also learn that God’s left-handed power, 

this less dominant power of self-giving & forgiving, comes to its fullest expression 

in the community of the Church. You can’t practice self-giving & forgiving by 

yourself. That kind of power can only be exercised in community. In Philippians, 

Paul is writing to dear friends & he’s writing from prison. His location is a big part 

of the message. Paul’s location is what makes his joy & thanksgiving impossible to 

ignore. Even in prison, he’s overflowing with joy bc the Philippians have become 

partners in the work of God’s salvation through the reckless & foolish love of 

Jesus. They’re partners in God’s “left-handed” power to save the world.  

And in the middle of his joyful outburst Paul says, “I am confident that the 

one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion,” (Phil 1.6). In 

other words, God’s salvation is more than our own reflection or self-

                                                           
4 Earl F. Palmer, “Second Sunday of Advent, Year C,” in The Lectionary Commentary: Theological Exegesis for 

Sunday’s Texts, Volume Two, ed. Roger E. Van Harn (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001), 346. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lectcomm2?ref=Bible.Php1.3-11&off=6677&ctx=fferent+power-love.+~It+is+what+Martin+Lu
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improvement. It’s about more than our own reform. It’s an intervention; an act 

of new creation that only God can bring to completion. Salvation is our 

transformation into an instrument of God’s self-giving & forgiving love. Fleming 

Rutledge says, “our testimony to the world that Jesus is Lord, [is] that he will not 

let us go until we,” become like him.5 During Advent we’re preparing for our 

transformation into instruments of God’s love for the world. We’re preparing 

to become like him. 

After almost two years of confrontation, this month Fearless Girl and the 

Wall Street bull are on the move. They’re both being relocated to a new home in 

front of the Stock Exchange. I don’t know exactly how they’re going to be 

arranged, but regardless of where they’re placed, I think it’s interesting that 

Fearless Girl will have a permanent home in the Financial District. At one level, 

she’s simply a marketing product. But at another level she represents something 

powerful. Bc of her location, in the midst of so many dominant forces, she 

represents the weakness of left-handed power that we Christians believe saves 

the world. What kind of message are we sending with Fearless Girl? In that place, 

she’s an unmistakable message of divine foolishness that saves the world through 

loving weakness. She’s one of our best images for the God we await in Jesus.  

There’s currently a plaque on the ground where Fearless Girl used to stand 

until she arrives at her new home. The plaque reads, “Fearless Girl is on the move 

to The New York Stock Exchange. Until she's there, stand for her.” What it means 

is this: put yourself in her shoes until she reappears. It’s clever. And it’s also a 

great summary of our invitation as we await God’s appearance in the saving love 

of Jesus. Our message during Advent is this. It’s that: “Jesus is on the move to all 

the broken places in our world. Until he’s there, stand for him.” Amen. 

                                                           
5 Rutledge, The Undoing of Death, p. 57. 


