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In the end, God. That’s the message we hear today at the beginning Advent. 

In the end, God. In the end, not our own accomplishments or quick wits. In the 

end, not the rich & powerful who seem to have the most control. In the end, not 

tragedy that always seems to linger at the edge of our lives and sometimes even 

threatens to overwhelm us from within. In the end, nothing oppressive or tragic. In 

the end, God. That’s the message we hear at the beginning of Advent. 

It’s a message that moves us beyond our familiar lives, beyond the world we 

inhabit day-to-day. Because whatever ends we face in our daily lives usually come 

with a kind of loss. We experience ends like the loss of a loved one through death; 

ends like the loss of a marriage through divorce; ends like the loss of our health 

through illness or age. In all those “ends” we experience something taken away. 

And in those ends we’re left with less than we hoped for, less than we had, maybe 

even less than who we were when we began.  

Advent invites us to “raise up our heads” to a different end: God. During 

Advent we find ourselves being tugged, prodded, even pulled beyond our familiar 

ends into God’s future; a future without lost, a future of rescue & love. Advent 

holds before us a new end. And we discover today that the end we’re offered 

during Advent comes with a new language, a new watchfulness, and a new hope. 

From Luke’s Gospel, Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 

and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations… People will faint from fear 

and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
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will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power 

and great glory. (Luke 21.25-27) 

 We begin Advent with a new language. It’s the language of apocalypse. And 

right away we have to remind ourselves that apocalypse does not mean the 

“destruction of the world.” For Christians it means “uncovering, unveiling, or 

revealed.” It’s not a scare tactic (despite how profitable or even entertaining some 

end-of-the-world movements can be). Apocalypse is the unveiling of God within 

the world. To quote one scholar, Apocalypse uses cosmic language to describe the 

heavenly meaning of earthly events.  Apocalypse catches a vision of God’s 1

purpose unveiled here on earth.  

 So today when Jesus uses symbolic language and cosmic imagery that 

climaxes (or ends) with a heavenly figure called “the Son of Man” - we’re invited 

to hear it as a message of God’s purpose unveiled here on earth. The event Jesus is 

referring to in today’s passage is the destruction of Israel’s Temple. But the 

meaning of that event goes beyond the Temple to unveil a bigger view of God’s 

purpose. It unveils God’s judgment against a corrupt institution that devoured 

widows’ houses and crucified prophets for expedience. That’s how apocalypse 

works. It’s language of rescue & vindication for all the suffering & oppressed.  

 And at the beginning of Advent we’re invited to make that language our 

own. At Advent, the language of apocalypse becomes our Mother Tongue. We’re 

 cf. N.T. Wright1
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invited to be a people - and to live in solidarity with people - who long for rescue 

& vindication; who long for a world that’s not just more convenient but a world 

that’s turned utterly upside down. At the beginning of Advent we’re invited to 

prepare for God’s unveiling in history in the birth of a peasant child. What could be 

more apocalyptic than that? The event of Jesus’ birth is going to be plain enough. 

But the meaning of this child goes well beyond a simple birth to unveil a bigger 

view of God’s purpose for creation. For Christians, Jesus’ birth is the unveiling of 

God’s vindication for the world. So learning the new language of apocalypse is our 

first step in getting ready for God’s arrival like that. 

And of course, second, if we’re learning a new language then we’re going to 

need a new watchfulness. Because the most important thing about apocalypse is 

recognizing where we are on God’s map. If we believe that God is really unveiled 

at Christmas, that God really shows up in a cosmic way at Jesus’ birth, then the 

next four weeks are all about listening, praying, and watching to see where we fit 

on God’s map.  

Advent invites us to a new watchfulness. We just need to be really clear 

about what it is we’re watching for. You may have noticed that some apocalyptic 

movements look for some really strange things. The most recent, I think (they 

happen pretty fast), was just a couple of months ago during a lunar eclipse; a 

natural phenomenon known as a blood moon (a term that sounds very religious but 

it was coined by scientists at NASA). And there were a surprising number of 
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believers who were convinced that September’s blood moon signaled an 

apocalyptic event.  2

• After all, they say, doesn’t Jesus himself talk about signs in the heavens?  

• After all, they say, can’t we discover patterns of cataclysmic events that line up 

with natural phenomena? 

• After all, they say, aren’t we supposed to be watching for the end? 

Unfortunately, there’s no statute of limitation when it comes to signs of the 

end so whatever actually happens (or not) these believers can pick any event as 

“proof” of their watchfulness But just so we feel like we’re getting our money’s 

worth today, the appropriate answer to each of their questions is: no, no, no.  

• No, Jesus doesn’t talk about watching for signs in the heavens. He talks about 

watching ourselves so that we’re not consumed by the dissipations of life.  

• No, we don’t find patterns of cataclysm in natural events because God showers 

blessings on the righteous & wicked both. 

• No, we’re not supposed to be watching for the end. We’re supposed to raise our 

heads after our redemption has already drawn near.  

 The most important thing about apocalypse isn’t decoding symbols for signs 

of the time. The most important thing is watching ourselves, and our church, to 

make sure that we are always ready to welcome the God we find in Jesus into our 

midst. The most important thing is being watchful that we welcome the least, the 

 http://www.endtime.com/four-blood-moons/2
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lost, and the left out. The most important thing is watching that we don’t “smuggle 

in our own” hopes which have more to do with our comfort than they may have to 

do with God’s justice and peace. As St. Augustine used to pray, “Give me chastity, 

but not yet,” if we’re not watchful during Advent we may find ourselves praying: 

“Thy kingdom come thy will be done, but [just] not yet.”  Our watchfulness during 3

Advent means having our attention fixed in the right place.  

 So, finally, Advent invites us to a new hope. Because hope is what sustains 

us in our waiting. And waiting can be tough. “People who study the psychology of 

waiting in line — yes, there is such a thing” suggest that, “how people feel when 

they wait in line often matters a lot more than [how long they] wait.”  Turns out 4

there are all kinds of surprising “factors influencing people's experience of waiting 

…, including ideas of fairness… [and individual] expectations.” 

 According to researchers, Disney is the “undisputed master” of enticing 

people to wait. For Disney it’s all about distraction. They’re masters at distracting 

people and, “designing [lines] that are [not only] entertaining [but even] create 

anticipation for the ride. [For instance] the line for one Toy Story-themed ride 

features giant murals, oversized toys and a five-foot-tall [talking robot of] Mr. 

Potato Head.... The [distractions are] so [good] that parents with young children 

can happily stand in line for an hour [to experience] a four-minute ride.” Amazing.  

 Gonzalez, J. L. Luke: Belief, A Theological Commentary on the Bible.3

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/11/27/what-you-hate-about-waiting-in-line-isnt-the-wait-at-4

all/
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 And if you look, you can probably find something similar happening at 

church. Some churches are masters at distracting people with huge entertainment 

budgets, warehouses that resemble amusement parks, and sermons or presentations 

that resemble daytime TV. The distractions for some churches are so successful 

that parents & children can stay all day and not even realize that God is there.  

 Advent is no time for distraction. Advent is a time for waiting with hope. 

And the key to our hope is this: we already know the one we are waiting for,  

Jesus. That’s what sustains us in our waiting. The one who will come in glory, is 

the same one who already came in humility. The one who will come in power, is 

the same one who already arrived in weakness. The one who will come in triumph 

is the same one who already suffered, bled, & rose again.  Jesus himself is the key 5

to our hope & after resurrection he already promised to stay with us until the end. 

So every day, Jesus is the one who’s already moving us beyond our familiar 

lives and the world we inhabit day-to-day. Jesus is the one who’s already tugging, 

prodding, and pulling us beyond any of our normal losses into God’s future of 

rescue love. Jesus is already the one inviting us to “raise up our heads” to a new 

end where nothing is lost or taken away bc of him. And we discover with Jesus at 

the end that we’re left with more than we hoped for, more than we had, even more 

than who we were when we began. Jesus is the focus of our new language, new 

watchfulness & new hope. That’s the message we hear at the beginning Advent.

 cf. “Hope,” in Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics, p. 376.5


