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My first memory of being an insider was the 4th grade when three of my 

friends & I created our own group. This was the mid-80's and the best word we 

could think of was the word, "Awesome," so we called ourselves the Awesome 

Foursome. We were proud of that name. We were also proud of our group, even 

though the Awesome Foursome never actually did anything. It was completely 

arbitrary, except that it affirmed our bond with each other, and also created a kind 

of separation with our classmates.  

We were too young to understand at the time, but that's always how insider 

groups work. Insider groups always combine some form of affirmation & 

separation. In itself there's nothing wrong with that; there's nothing wrong with 

bonds of unity that include affirmation & separation. Those bonds give shape, 

meaning & purpose to our lives. In some ways, marriage is the ultimate "insider" 

group. We affirm absolute intimacy with one person. We celebrate that intimacy, 

along with a clear sense of marriage being set apart, or different from any other 

relationship.  

Whether we’re married or not, we probably all know how meaningful 

insider groups can be because we’ve probably all been insiders or outsiders at 

some point. Maybe we have a special bond with volunteers at the animal shelter or 

the Free Masons. Maybe it’s a bond from school loyalties or a favorite sports team. 

Maybe it’s military service, nationality, ethnicity, income level, gender — take 

your pick. Insider groups can be incredibly meaningful even if some of them are 
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completely arbitrary. They’re one of the basic ways we make sense of our lives.  

But there’s also a catch with insider groups. The catch is allowing those 

insider groups to limit our grace, compassion, or love with outsiders. The great 

temptation --and tragedy-- has always been limiting our affection or loyalty to our  

insiders (whatever that group may be). It’s a temptation as old as humanity. 

We could even say that one of the tensions running through the Gospel story 

is a tension between insiders & outsiders. Because from the moment Jesus calls his 

first followers, he begins creating insiders & outsiders. Today's Gospel is the great 

answer to all those questions about what it means to be an insider with Jesus. 

Up to this point in the story it hasn't been clear. Or, to put it differently, it's 

been easy to see it as whatever we want. Up to this point it's been easy to see 

following Jesus as an inside track to health, security, and power. He's been healing 

the sick, casting out demons, and confronting leaders. The crowds that follow him 

have swelled to unimaginable sizes. Because they’re all pretty sure that following 

Jesus is an inside track to health (in a world where people routinely died), an inside 

track to security (in a world where starvation was one bad crop away), an inside 

track to power (in a world where almost no one could imagine improving their 

social status). From the moment Jesus is baptized in ch.1, until he’s Transfigured 

today in ch.9, following him looked like an inside track to all the benefits we crave 
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for ourselves and for others like us. 

But today that all changes with the Transfiguration. Of course, his insiders 

didn't understand the Transfiguration was changing all that. [Did you notice that 

Jesus doesn’t just have an inside group of the 12 apostles? He also has a super elite 

insider group with Peter, James, and John. They’re the ones who witness the 

Transfiguration. Jesus & these 3 others make up their own kind of Awesome 

Foursome….] They didn't know what to make of the Transfiguration, except to see 

it as another insider benefit because Jesus was even more powerful, more stunning, 

more overwhelming than they imagined. It's only after Good Friday and Easter 

they understood what the Transfiguration means for insiders with Jesus. 

 Here it is. The Transfiguration means that Jesus didn't have to wait for the 

Resurrection before he was divine. It means he chose a path of self-giving love 

because he was divine. You see, in a world screaming for us to pursue our own 

interests, the paradoxical yet powerful message of the Transfiguration is that we're 

never more human —or more divine— than when we’re following a path of self-

giving love. We don't follow a path of self-giving love because it's the most 

effective way or the most attractive way. Sometimes it’s none of those things. We 

follow a path of self-giving love because this is the path of God. That’s what being 

an insider with Jesus means. It means enriching the lives of outsiders through our 
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own self-giving love. 

 What would it look like to model a path of self-giving love in our world? 

What would it look like to model a path of sacrifice for outsiders, not because we 

can afford it, but because we’re sure that it’s going to cost us? We can think about 

that question with the big issues of our day: taxes, immigration, and violence. 

They’re important issues, and they say something about who we are as a nation. 

But those issues are also so big that none of them will probably transform us as 

much as learning to sacrifice for the people we rub shoulders with every day in our 

jobs, our homes, or right here at church. Who are the outsiders in our lives? How 

might the Transfiguration of Jesus invite us to walk a path of self-giving love with 

those people?  

 It’s challenging. It’s even scary. It really is. Because we don’t usually feel 

very strong if we’re sharing our love with people who just don’t get us. It can even 

feel like we’re wasting our love unless we make sure that our outsiders understand 

where we really disagree or what makes us really different. It’s challenging. And 

the Transfiguration has something to offer us for that too. 

 Because the Transfiguration not only reveals that Jesus was divine before his 

sacrifice, it also removes any doubt that Jesus will overcome death through his 

sacrifice. It removes any doubt. So whenever we’re unsure about following Jesus 

on a challenging & scary path of self-giving love, the Transfiguration removes any 

doubt that God’s self-giving love will win. It means we’ll never overcome the 
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world’s brokenness with our own violence or force. We’ll only overcome darkness 

through self-giving love.  

 It turns out the greatest privilege of following Jesus isn’t an inside track to 

our own health, security or power. The greatest insider privilege is an invitation to 

embody God’s love for the world. And the real test of any insider group isn’t 

whether it feels good or provides meaning for our lives. The real test is whether 

any insider group is able to spill over to enrich the lives of others. 

 So today, let me invite you to celebrate your insider groups, those groups 

that give shape & meaning to your life. Celebrate them. But also, as we witness the 

Transfiguration of Jesus, we’re invited to ask what it means for our insider groups 

to enrich the lives of outsiders. Not to confront or to criticize outsiders, but to 

enrich them with the same affirmation and love that are so meaningful for us. What 

would that look like? We can be sure that it will cost us something. But that’s okay. 

Because the great mystery of our faith is that we’re never more fully human —or 

more divine— than when we’re giving ourselves away in self-giving love. Amen.


