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Where do you come from? When I was in Middle School it was simply a 

question about my home street (because that’s where my friends could find me to 

play).When I was in High School it was a question about my neighborhood (and what 

kind of house my family could afford). When I was in College it was a question about 

my home state (and my social & educational background). And then, like most of 

you, after I left home nobody really cared about where I came from anymore. Nobody 

cared, unless they happened to hear a funny accent or a surprising expression of 

speech. When you get right down to it, as long as I’m doing something that other 

people can use (or at least doesn’t get in their way), then in America we don’t really 

care about where you come from.  

Until now. Until last week with another round of terrorist attacks in France. 

And after these attacks, the question about where people come from has taken a 

whole new meaning. Especially when it comes to Syria. The President & Congress - 

not to mention a few governors - are locked in a showdown over Syrian refugees 

trying to enter the United States. Because Syria is a tragic & tangled mess. Not only 

is it locked in civil war, but Syria has also become a haven violent terrorists, 

including a group who took credit for the Paris attacks last week. Needless to say, 

Syria is not somewhere you want to be from right now - just ask the 4 million 

refugees who’ve fled the country since 2011. Unfortunately for Syrian refugees, 

“Where do you come from?” has become a political question. It’s become a question, 

for some in our country, that’s intended to safeguard national security; a question for 
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some in our country, that’s supposed to reduce our risk of another attack.  

Where do you come from? has become one of the hot-button questions of the 

day. Believe it or not, it’s also a question at the heart of today's Gospel on the Feast of 

Christ the King. Today’s Gospel is all about the tangled relationship between what 

people do and where they come from. Today’s reading is a small window on the trial 

of Jesus.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus has just been dragged to Pilate’s headquarters. And 

he’s charged with blasphemy. But here’s the catch. Pilate doesn’t care about 

blasphemy - Pilate is a Roman, he’s not a Jew. He doesn’t care about the Jewish God. 

For that matter, he doesn’t even care where Jesus comes from (at least not yet). In the 

beginning of the trial today, he only cares about one thing: enforcing the power of 

Rome. He only cares about what Jesus has done - not where he’s from. Pilate’s only 

job is figuring out whether Jesus is some kind of rebel or terrorist who’s threatening 

the sovereignty of Rome. Sounds familiar… 

Today at the beginning of the trial, Pilate asks Jesus a simple question. He 

simply asks, “What have you done?” It’s a political question. It’s a question about 

safeguarding Rome’s national security. A question about lowering the risk of attack. If 

Jesus is no rebel or terrorist, then Pilate has no bone to pick with Jesus himself. In 

fact, he’s happy to let him go (at least, at the beginning of the trial). The tragedy of 

course, is that three times during the trial - three times - Pilate declares that Jesus is 

innocent (18:38; 19:4, 6). Pilate sees truth. He sees that Jesus is no rebel or terrorist. 
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terrorist. Jesus is no threat based on what he’s actually done. The key question for 

Pilate is whether Pilate will follow the truth of what he’s already seen in Jesus.  1

At the beginning, it seems like he might let Jesus go. But then everything 

changes a few more verses down the road. The priests accuse Jesus of claiming to be 

“the Son of God.” He’s supposedly some sort of demigod. And “when Pilate heard 

this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, 

‘Where do you come from?’” (Jn. 19.7-9). That’s when everything changes. Because 

after that, the trial is no longer about what Jesus has actually done. It’s no longer 

about whether he’s a actually threat. It’s simply turns into a perverse question about 

where he comes from. 

So they beat him. They mock him. They strip him of his clothes and they put a 

crown of thorns on his head. Why? Not because Jesus is any threat. And they know it. 

They do it simply to prove where he comes from. Because they believe that no Son of 

God - no demigod worth his salt - would ever allow himself to be publicly mocked 

and beaten like that. As far as they’re concerned, Jesus couldn’t possibly come from 

heaven if they could treat him so shamefully & scandalously. That’s how the trial of 

Jesus goes from being a reasonable question about national security into a fearful and 

dehumanizing charade of justice. It happens when the priests & the rulers refuse to 

act on the truth of what they’ve seen when it comes Jesus.   

We all live in a world with sharp edges, real danger, and genuine evil. The 
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attacks in Paris last week reminded us all about our constant sense of vulnerability. 

But here’s the catch. Whatever kind of risks or threats we happen to face, the key 

question for Christians is whether we choose to act on the truth of what we have 

already seen when it comes to Jesus. The key question is whether we choose to act on 

the truth of God’s love (not fear). Whether we choose to act on the truth of God’s 

mercy (not judgment). Whether we choose to act on the truth of God’s hope (not 

despair).  

That’s the key question for us at the heart of today’s Feast, the Feast of Christ 

the King. The key question is whether we choose to respond to the truth we find in 

Jesus - no matter what we face. In fact, this is why the Resurrection of Jesus is so 

important. The reason it’s so important is because without the Resurrection we 

couldn’t say for sure just how it is that love conquers fear; we couldn’t say how it is 

that mercy trumps judgment; we couldn’t say how it is that hope overcomes despair. 

Without the Resurrection we wouldn’t know. But since the Resurrection of Jesus 

we’ve learned that whatever risk or terror we face, we don’t ever escape the world’s 

sharp edges but we also don’t ever waste any of our sacrifice or love.  

In the Resurrection of Jesus we never escape the world’s sharp edges, real 

danger, or genuine evil. We never escape - just ask Jesus. But also, in the 

Resurrection of Jesus, we never lose any of our sacrifice or love. Because thanks to 

the Resurrection, they’re all gathered up in God’s ultimate victory of life over death. 

Resurrection. And if that’s the truth we find in Jesus, well then our job is simply a 
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matter of responding & testifying to the truth - no matter the cost. And if anyone asks 

why, simply reply that this is what human life looks like when Christ is really our 

King. Amen.  


