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Two phrases on the lips of Jesus reverberate through today’s readings: You 

don’t know what you’re asking, and It’s already been prepared. Once you hear 

those words they color almost everything else we hear today bc they’re offered as 

a kind of one-size-fits-all response to some of our deepest questions about 

God, the world, and the meaning of life. That’s all…. 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells a couple of opportunistic followers: you don’t 

know what you’re asking (Mk. 10:38). In other words, don’t follow me if you’re 

just looking for riches. We can respect that. But in Job, God gives the same 

response to a suffering man who’s just looking for answers. God says: who 

darkens my counsel by words without knowledge (Job 38:2)? In other words, you 

don’t know what you’re asking. That’s harsh. In the Gospel, Jesus tells followers 

they’ve missed the point of his mission bc the reward they’re seeking has already 

been prepared for others (Mk. 10:40). Fair enough. But in Hebrews, we’re told 

that even Jesus didn’t appoint himself for the mission he served. He was appointed 

by God for a role of suffering, redemption & service (Heb. 5:5, 10). His suffering 

had already been prepared. Ouch.  

So the risk today, is that whether you’re a treasure hunter looking for riches 

or an outcast looking for comfort, you may end up hearing the same response even 

though you’re in very different places: you don’t know what you’re asking. The 

risk is that if you’re trying to climb the social ladder or just trying to avoid the 
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forces of chaos, you also might hear the same response even though you’re in very 

different places: it’s already been prepared.  

You don’t know what you’re asking. It’s already been prepared. They’re 

hard words. Bc they don't simply tell us about God. They tell us about our 

relationship with God. On the surface, they can sound off-putting, unfair or just 

plain mean. So we need to unpack them before we're ready for the kind of 

relationship they invite us into. Here we go. 

In Mark, The sons of Zebedee, James and John, come blustering up to Jesus 

with a request. I say blustering, bc earlier we learned their nickname. It's 

Boanerges, which means, Sons of Thunder. That’s how they’re described. They're 

blustery, loud, & probably more than a bit hard-headed. Their request is probably a 

veiled demand: "Jesus, you should do this for us."  

And their timing couldn’t have been worse. Bc for the past couple of chs. 

Jesus has been unfolding a whole new way of life for his followers. You see, ch. 

8 in Mark’s Gospel is a big turning point. In ch. 8, Jesus begins marching to 

Jerusalem. Beginning in ch. 8 he’s no longer walking through grain fields, calming 

storms or raising the dead. He's on a mission to confront the imperial forces of his 

day. The disciples know it. The crowds know it. Jesus knows it. He's about to 

launch an attack against oppressive kingdoms and “on the way” he’s teaching 

about life in God's Kingdom – because it’s about to arrive. 
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Here's what he does. He highlights the importance of fidelity in marriage, 

because that's how we participate in God's fidelity with us. He embraces children 

to show that God’s Kingdom honors people who have no honor of their own. He 

illustrates how easy it is to use wealth as a pale substitute for genuine security in 

God's love. He’s on a roll, subverting expectations, opening a new understandings. 

His followers are in awe – even frightened. One theologian says all they can do is, 

“to be silent before the unimagined, [and undesired] revelation of upside-down 

divine wisdom. The world goes about things in one way; God does it differently."1 

That's the message.  

The Sons of Thunder hear it all, and then come blustering with their 

demand. I love the imagery of thunder & lightning. Because it works with both our 

readings from Mark & Job. We could put it like this: unlike the lightning bolts we 

hear about in Job that, "go [where God desires] and say to [God], 'Here we are,'" 

(Job 38:35); unlike lightning in the natural world, these Sons of Thunder are 

completely unresponsive to God’s voice. They’re reckless, selfish & demanding. 

"Do for us whatever we ask," (Mk. 10:35). It’s so cringeworthy that 

Matthew’s Gospel tries to rescue the boys by having their mother make the request 

(Matt. 20:20). In Mark, it’s the boys themselves who say, "Give us the best seats & 

the highest honors." To his credit, Jesus doesn’t rip into them like he did with Peter 

                                                 
1 Wright, Twelve Months of Sundays: Reflections on Bible Readings, Year B, 115. 
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a bit earlier. Jesus doesn’t tell them, “get behind me satans!” What he does is break 

out his best pastoral theology. He says, Oh boys, You don’t know what you’re 

asking. It’s already been prepared (Mk. 10:38, 40). He’s protecting them. 

Because, we already know, the places of “glory” on his right and his left are going 

to be occupied by two criminals who get crucified next to him.  

Surely that softens the blow. Jesus isn’t being mean. He’s being generous. 

But still, the words sting. Bc they subvert almost everything we assume. We 

assume that we should have control over the most important matters. And the 

hardest pill to swallow is that Jesus doesn’t leave us room to make ourselves the 

center of our lives. The unsettling thing about following Jesus is that we never 

become the center of our lives. As important as we are, as beloved as we are, our 

lives are always meant to follow & to reflect the life & love of Jesus. We believe 

this bc we believe “The self-sacrificing love that we see in the cross is present 

within the Godhead from before the creation.”2 We believe that whenever we put 

ourselves at the center of our lives it only leads to a shrunken existence. You don’t 

know what you’re asking. It’s already been prepared.  

In Job, it’s these words become an even harder pill to swallow. Bc in Job 

practically all the characters demand an explanation for suffering & evil. And 

today when God shows up in a whirlwind, he lets everyone know their obsession 

                                                 
2 Rutledge, The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ, 298. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/crcfxnndrschrst?ref=Page.p+298&off=123&ctx=+anything+external.+~The+self-sacrificing
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with answers only leads to a shrunken existence. “Who darkens my counsel by 

words without knowledge? Gird up your loins (‘get ready for action’),” God says, 

“Let’s consider who’s actually holding creation together,” (Job 38:1-7). 

Job is even more unsettling than the Gospels. Because in Job we learn that 

it’s not just risky putting our success at the center of our lives. In Job, we learn that 

it’s equally risky to allow suffering to become the center of our lives. Suffering 

hurts. And it screams for us to make ourselves the center of our lives. 

And please hear this. We never take suffering lightly – or success, for that 

matter. In a world of suffering we pray for deliverance. We rage against the 

brokenness of our world. The Psalms denounce suffering with fury & rage. But 

even then, we never allow it to become the center of our lives. One of the darkest 

psalms in the entire collection is Psalm 88. It ends with the following cry: darkness 

is my only friend – because you, God, have caused friend and neighbor to shun me 

(Psa. 88:18). It’s bleak, but God is always the center – You have caused it…. 

Here’s where where we are. In Mark the disciples can’t see past their own 

success. In Job, the characters can't see past the problem of suffering. They each 

get off track by putting themselves at the center. It’s all pretty bleak. So who’s 

ready for some good news? Yeah, me too. Here’s the good news today. We find 

good news on the lips of Jesus today. Here it is: You don’t know what you’re 

asking. It’s already been prepared. You see what I did there? I used the same 
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words. The bad news is also the good news. Bc those words from Jesus aren’t just 

rebuke. They’re also comfort, and a promise. The truth is we never really know 

what we’re asking for in life. Often we’re simply trying to avoid pain or pursue 

pleasure. We rarely know what we’re really asking for. But God’s love has always 

& already prepared a way for whatever we face.  

 The good news when we’re following Jesus is that we learn to receive our 

lives as a gift, whatever we face, because we never really know what we’re asking, 

and God’s love has already prepared a way through any success or any suffering. 

So let’s hear comfort, and promise behind these words of Jesus most of all.  

Let me offer an image from Scripture that provides assurance and good 

news. It comes from a passage we often hear at funerals; words from Isaiah that 

describe the prophet’s vision about Mt. Zion, Jerusalem, the place where God 

dwells. The prophet sees a day when God will reign the whole earth from this Holy 

Mountain. Hear the prophet’s words of comfort and promise:  

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wines…. And he will destroy on this mountain the 

shroud that is cast over all peoples… he will swallow up death forever. Then 

the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his 

people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken…. This is 
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the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation 

(Isa. 25:6–9). That’s some good news, right? 

Whenever we hunger & thirst for righteousness, hear these words of 

comfort & promise: The LORD will make a feast for all peoples…. It’s already 

been prepared. 

Whenever we grieve the evil in our world & the suffering in our lives, hear 

these words of comfort & promise: GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces… 

he will swallow up death forever.... It’s already been prepared. 

Whenever we fear that our faith is powerless in the face of chaos & struggle, 

hear these words of comfort & promise: This is the LORD for whom we have 

waited; let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation…. It’s already been prepared. 

I’ll close with this. Last week in our book study of Living Jesus, we heard 

these words from Luke Timothy Johnson. He says those of us following Jesus are 

never offered, "the luxury of certainty [in this life], but only the [struggle] of 

ambiguity … as [we] move from one point of secure knowledge to another.” He 

says, “The living Lord continues to call us beyond our present place of comfort 

into a life that is both infinitely richer and unspeakably more frightening."3 

Because ultimately we’re invited to participate in the ministry of Jesus himself 

who, “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life,” as a gift of 

                                                 
3 Johnson, Living Jesus, 74 
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liberation (Mk. 10:45). So whatever we face we can trust that God’s love goes 

before us & behind us to liberate & transform all creation, for the LORD has 

spoken – It’s already been prepared. Amen. 

 

 


