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It’s not every day you see headlines about a satanic idol showing up at a 

state capitol. So when I saw that headline last week, I couldn’t help myself. I had 

to read it. I’m glad I did. Because the article — real story, not fake news— invites 

our reflection on today’s reading about the armor of God in Ephesians (6:10-20), 

and how we might “battle” in God’s name.  

Here’s the opening line: “A bronze statue of the satanic goat monster 

Baphomet was unveiled Thursday at [a Southern] Capitol building in front of [two 

crowds]; a cheering crowd of free-speech activists and a smaller crowd of 

unhappy people holding handwritten Bible verses.”  That’s all you really need to 1

know. In one corner, a happy group cheering a goat monster. In the other corner, 

an unhappy group wielding Bible verses. 

In case you have a hard time picturing the goat monster Baphomet (and I 

hope you do), allow me to paint a picture. The statue depicts a life-sized, seated 

goat-man with prominent goat horns, a flowing goat beard, and various occult 

symbols on his chest. It’s also big. The statue weighs a ton and it’s covered in 

bronze. In an especially savvy advertising move the satanists, “left off Baphomet’s 

[prominent fertility symbols] and added two little kids at his side.”  Brilliant. 2

Because now it almost looks like the kids are smiling up at Santa instead of Satan’s 

minion. 

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/08/17/a-satanic-idols-3-year-journey-to-the-1

arkansas-capitol-building/

 Ibid.2
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On the one hand this confrontation seems like an obvious battle for 

Christians to engage. If we’re going to put on the armor of God in a battle, “to 

spread righteousness,”  — how could we not stand firm against goat monsters in 3

public? But on the other hand, something doesn’t ring true about the way this 

battle was waged. If the joy of the Lord is our strength (Neh. 8.10), then why is the 

most notable thing about Christians in this story their frowns? I’m not saying we 

should put on fake smiles (I’m also not denying the reality of evil!) but this was 

clearly a battle not motivated by divine joy. Do you feel the tension?  

Ironically, the entire confrontation was designed to make Christians look 

silly. By their own admission, the Satanic Temple, “is a group of atheists, 

humanists and free-speech activists,” who, “use satanic imagery to mess with 

governments they feel are violating the separation of church and state.” The point 

of the event was simply to mess with legislators who endorsed a public display of 

the Ten Commandments. The “satanists” wanted their own 15 minutes of fame so 

they unveiled a “religious” display of a goat-monster. Here’s what I keep thinking. 

Maybe the greatest tragedy wasn’t the appearance of a bizarre statue for a couple 

of hours. Maybe the tragedy was that Christians were so easily robbed of their 

strength & joy. 

Here’s a good rule of thumb: Whenever we stand against the wiles of the 

devil, our joy should be visible. We’re Christians. How do we forget that we 

 Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord, 527.3
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follow a crucified Messiah? How do we forget that our ancestors in the faith 

converted empires not by frowning or protesting but by laughing in the face of 

death. That’s the heartbeat of our faith: life in the face of death. The moment 

we forget that is the moment we start looking silly. So let’s be ready. Let’s arm 

ourselves against traps that are designed to make us look silly.  

Here’s a resource we can use to avoid falling into silly traps. It’s a hymn by 

the 18th ce. Anglican Bishop Thomas Ken, All praise to thee, my God, this night. 

You’ll find it at #43 in our hymnal, but tragically our selection committee left out 

some powerful lyrics. The third verse (which you won’t find in our hymnal) is a 

perfect shield against any silliness that threatens our joy. Listen to these lyrics:   

Teach me to live, that I may dread 

the grave as little as my bed; 

teach me to die, that so I may 

rise glorious at the awful day. [archaic: awe-inspiring or reverential]  

If we allow that song to penetrate our lives, I guarantee, nothing will rob our joy. 

But if the measure of spiritual warfare is having our symbols dominate the 

public square, then we've already lost.  

Here’s our question: what does God's power look like in us? What does it 

look like when God’s power is alive, active & working in us? Those little words —

in us— make all the difference. Not, what does God’s power look like out there in 

the world — so we can get some? But, what does God’s power look like in us?  
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You see, whenever we treat God’s power as something to get, then it’s 

tempting to think about it as a weapon against other people.  That’s a mistake the 

first disciples made when they’re walking out of the temple during Holy Week, the 

week of Jesus' crucifixion & resurrection. They say, “Teacher, look at the size of 

these stones! Look at these large buildings!” (Mark 13.1). They’re practically 

salivating because they think Jesus is going to take over the temple and use it like a 

really big weapon. They’d been watching him all week, but they’d been reading 

the signs all wrong. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, they thought 

he was going to be a conquering king. When he cleared the money-changers, they 

thought he was going to restore the priesthood. When they saw him exercising 

authority, they assumed he was going to take over the temple. 

But do you remember what he tells them? Jesus says, “Not one of these 

stones will be left upon another. All will be thrown down,” (Mk. 13.2). In other 

words, divine power is never a weapon against other people. God’s power is never 

something we detach from God’s love. Before his death Jesus tells Pilate, “My 

kingdom is not from this world,” (Jn. 18.36). In other words, it doesn’t have the 

character of this world. It doesn’t rely on conquering people. One theologian puts it 

like this. He says, God’s Kingdom is not from this world but it is for this world.  4

We’re members of a kingdom meant for the life & healing of this world. So 

whenever God's power is alive in us it looks like life & healing. It never looks 

 John for Everyone, vol. 2, 115.4
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like a weapon against others. It always looks like resurrection. It always looks like 

creation out of chaos and life out of death. That’s the God’s power alive in us & 

working through us. 

Frederick Beuchner puts it like this. He says, “to live is to do battle,” but 

there are two kinds of battle.  “The first is a war of conquest…. We feel that we 5

must conquer a territory.” He says, “In [the war of conquest] perhaps, you …. Gird 

your loins with … the sad wisdom of the world which knows that dog eats dog, 

that the gods help those who help themselves and charity begins at home. [In the 

war of conquest] Put on the breastplate of self-confidence because if you have no 

faith in yourself… then you will never get anywhere. [In the war of conquest] Let 

your feet be shod with the gospel of success—the good news that you can get just 

about anything in this world if you want it badly enough and are willing to fight.” 

Sadly, the war of conquest is all too familiar. 

But then Buechner describes, “the ‘other’ kind of war,” that we hear about in 

Ephesians. The other war, “is a war not of conquest now but of liberation [and 

wholeness].” It, “is the war to become a human being.” It demands weapons of 

forgiveness and grace. And victory is, “not simply to be treated as human but to 

become at last truly human.” 

Ultimately the Armor of God are tools that allow us to stand in the power of 

resurrection. They’re tools that give us a fighting chance to be fully human by 

 http://www.frederickbuechner.com/blog/2018/8/20/weekly-sermon-illustration-the-two-battles5
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living in the resurrection of Jesus. And when that happens, when God’s power is 

alive in us, and the joy of the Lord is our strength, well then we can laugh even in 

the face of death.  

Ephesians ends today with a call to prayer (Eph. 6:18-20). It ends by 

reminding us that prayer is our battlefield in the war to be human. Prayer for 

ourselves. Prayer for loved ones. Prayer for enemies. That’s where the battle is 

waged. Not by raining fire from heaven, but raising our enemies into the presence 

of God’s love. So let’s end with prayer. Today’s Collect is a good place to begin. 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your 

Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples to the glory of your 

name…. 

I can also recommend A Prayer of Self-Dedication on p. 832 in the BCP:  

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill 

our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly 

dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to your 

glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 


