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 11 months, 1 day, and roughly 12 hours — that's how long I've been a 

parent. I'm certainly no parenting guru this year as I approach the birth of our Lord 

& Savior. But I do have a new appreciation, not just for all those silly questions 

about what kind of child Jesus was really like (I mean, when you have your own 

child you kinda want to know...). I have a new appreciation for parenthood. And 

since the most common analogy Jesus used for his relationship with God was that 

of a child to a parent, I have a new appreciation for the mystery of the Incarnation; 

the mystery of God as a person. Here's what I mean. 

 Sometimes when our daughter Penny is crying it seems like nothing will 

help. She’s lovely, but sometimes it seems like nothing will stop the crying. She's 

not in physical pain. She’s not hungry. She doesn't see any random object that she 

absolutely, positively has to put in her mouth. I can be standing right there and 

she's just crying. Sometimes it seems like nothing will sooth her anguish. 

 Then I do this. Brilliant parent that I am, I simply lay down. I simply offer 

the only real gift I have to give: myself. She & I don’t have any deep conversations 

about psychological needs or developmental stages. We’ve never plumbed the 

depths of human existence or the problem of suffering. Those are important 

questions. But even for adults, wrestling with those questions never really provides 

peace & wholeness. The only thing that ever really brings peace & wholeness is 

another person. Incarnation. So when it seems like nothing else will stop the 

crying, I simply lay down. And that’s when everything changes. The best word I 
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have for it is liberation. Whenever I lay down Penny is somehow liberated from 

her infant anguish and free to live. So I have this new appreciation:  whether we’re 

talking about an infant in the earliest stages of life or the deepest questions of 

human existence, “Salvation is a personal relationship.”  Salvation is Incarnation. 1

 It’s been said, “The preacher today, like John the Baptist, has nothing to give 

you but Jesus. That is all.”  Nothing but Jesus. It’s a good reminder. Not only 2

because it takes some pressure off the preacher. It’s a good reminder because this 

time of year comes wrapped with the promise of so many other gifts. If we’re 

lucky, this time of year comes wrapped with family activities or celebrations with 

friends. If we’re unlucky, this time of year can feel desolate or barren. And this 

year, whether you feel lucky or unlucky, the only thing I have to offer is Jesus; the 

healing, liberating presence of God as a person. That is all. 

 Unpacking the gift of God as a person is a lifelong journey; filled with 

mystery, exploration, and transformation. At Christmas we barely scratch the 

surface. But Christmas is vital because it gives us the stories and images for our 

lifelong journey. Christmas is vital, because the divine person we meet tonight 

prevents us from ever mistaking God’s power with any other powers who promise 

peace or security in our world. Plenty of other powers promise peace or security. 

They do it through compliance or control. They do it by using us. But God’s power 
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is different. The power we discover tonight is never about compliance or control. 

God’s power is never about using us. It’s always about serving us. It’s about laying 

down any rights, privileges or prestige for the sake of others. And tonight we’re 

invited to begin unpacking that gift; the gift of God’s healing, liberating presence 

in Jesus all over again.  

 When we turn to our Readings, this is the gift we find; a beautiful, 

mysterious gift — that simply lays down beside us when it seems like nothing else 

can stop the pain or anguish in our world. Isaiah is writing to a nation suffering 

under oppression. They feel utterly desolate. And to people walking in a land of 

darkness, Isaiah brings a message of light. He brings a message of future liberation 

as if it’s already happened; as if the rod of their oppressor is already broken. 

Because a child has been born. In a land of darkness, a child is a sign of God’s 

promise to bring peace & wholeness; a sign that God’s “future has already 

appeared in the present,” and they’ve been liberated to live in the light of God’s 

future.  When it seems like nothing else can stop the suffering or pain, God’s 3

presence is seen & known in a child who simply lays down beside us. 

 Our New Testament Reading is also about liberation, but this time it’s 

personal liberation instead of national liberation. Paul is writing to an early 

Christian named Titus, and reminding him that we’ve been liberated, or redeemed, 

from any powers that seek to oppress us individually. For Paul, the life, death, and 
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resurrection of Jesus is a sign of God’s future peace & wholeness. It means that 

God’s “future has already appeared in the present,” and Paul invites us to live in 

the light of God’s future by becoming a people “who are zealous for good 

deeds,” (Titus 2.14). 

 So, whether we look for God’s power in our national lives or personal lives, 

the best word we have to describe it is liberation. We’re liberated from any 

oppression in our community. We’re liberated from destructive habits in our 

personal lives. We’re free to live; not by denying suffering or pain, but by seeing 

everything in the light of God’s future; a future filled with grace & love. That’s the 

liberating gift of God’s presence in Jesus.  

 And finally, this. The great, liberating love we find in Jesus isn’t just a gift to 

be received. It’s also a gift to be shared. It’s a “pattern we are designed to 

embody.”  You see, for those of us following Jesus, the message of Christmas is 4

that, “We will never be fully free, nor know the depths of God’s love, until we 

incarnate our[selves] into the lives, and especially the suffering, of others.”  The 5

message on this most holy night is that our liberation is bound up in our 

willingness to embody God’s love for anyone. At Christmas, we’re invited to 

incarnate the pattern of God that we find in Jesus. It’s not complicated. It doesn’t 

require profound wisdom. We’re simply invited to lay down for others. We’re 

 https://livingchurch.org/covenant/2017/10/31/igen-and-incarnation/4

 Ibid.5



Rev. Eric Hillegas       Year B Christmas Eve 2017 
St. Chrysostom’s, Quincy       

invited to offer the only gift that we ever really have to give: ourselves.  

 Because whether we’re talking about an infant in the earliest stages of 

development or an adult wrestling with the deepest questions of human existence, 

the only thing that brings peace & wholeness in our world is another person. 

Incarnation. When it seems like nothing else will stop the anguish in our world, we 

lay down ourselves alongside any suffering, crying or anguish. We embody the 

divine love we discover in Jesus. “The preacher today, like John the Baptist, has 

nothing to give you but Jesus. That is all; and that is everything. It is God 

himself.”  Amen.6

 Rutledge, Ibid.6


