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We spent last week in ME, experiencing the sights & sounds; spending time 

with friends & family. Traveling with baby gives whole new perspective to 

"sightseeing" when everything is an object to put in her mouth (cardboard). Also 

got me thinking about the kind of things I pay attention to on a road trip. 

I spent more than 10 hours driving to & from ME, but thanks to our GPS 

there's a lot abt our drive that I couldn’t describe. You could have put me in the car 

the very next day and asked me to make the same drive again, and I'd probably get 

seriously lost. I simply didn't have to pay attention to the roads. Our GPS took 

care of that. But it did free me up to look at other things, for instance, Church 

signs: Repent ye and believe, No fake news here. Just Good News. 

You see, when you're on a road trip, it's easy to view the journey as 

something between an entertaining distraction and an inconvenience. Because your 

focus is on the destination. You know where you want to go -- and the sooner, the 

better. No one gets excited about 5 hours in a car with an energetic infant. If that 

sounds like fun to you then we'll pray for you.  

Focusing on our destination is fine if we're talking about a road trip. It 

makes perfect sense. But today's Feast, the Feast of the Transfiguration, is one of 

our reminders that we'll miss too much if we treat our Christian journey the 

same way. We'll miss too much if we treat our Christian journey as a kind of 

entertaining distraction or an inconvenience on the road to heaven. We'll also miss 
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too much if we treat our Christian life as only the encouraging or meaningful bits 

of our lives, but we think it doesn't have much to do with the inconveniences, 

obstacles or real-world necessitates that we face  day-to-day.  

If we're tempted to overlook the journey of our lives for whatever reason — 

if we’re just ready to be done — then today's of the Transfiguration, is our ultimate 

reminder that Christian life isn't just about focusing on our future destination. 

Transfiguration is about journeying with Jesus right now & every step of the way. 

Here's how it works.  

In today’s Gospel Reading, Jesus and the disciples are at the beginning of 

a road trip. They're beginning a journey from Galilee in the North Shore to 

Jerusalem in the South Shore of ancient Israel. They're traveling to a festival, 

probably in a caravan with plenty of family & friends. It's a journey on foot that's 

going to take them somewhere around one week to complete.  

And we know it's going to be a big journey. This is going to be Jesus' last 

journey to Jerusalem. At the largest festival of the year, Passover; the great festival 

of Jewish freedom; Jesus is going to be betrayed, arrested, beaten, condemned, and 

crucified. We know where this journey is going when we're reading the story. Jesus 

knows where this journey is going when he's on the way. Luke knows where it’s 

going when he's writing the Gospel. But, the people in the story — the people with 

him on the journey; they don't know it — at least, not yet.  
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So Luke is going to use a road trip over the next 10 chapters to explain the 

meaning of what lies ahead. It's a road trip that stretches from the end of ch. 9 to 

the end of ch. 19 packed with parables and teaching. It’s about mission & 

hospitality. It’s about religion & compassion. It’s about conflict and 

encouragement. It’s about growth, faithfulness, suffering, and healing. It’s journey 

as big as life itself. 

The Transfiguration happens immediately before the road trip. And here’s 

the point. The Transfiguration is what makes the entire road trip make sense. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus on a mountain with Peter, James & John seems like it 

should happen at the end of their journey, but it’s actually a beacon right at the 

beginning of their journey. And putting the Transfiguration at the beginning of a 

big road trip means that their journey isn't a waste of time. It means the journey 

isn’t simply a distraction. It means the betrayal, arrest, suffering, and crucifixion 

that come at the end of the journey aren’t some kind of tragic mistake.  

The Transfiguration is what tells us -- and them -- that Jesus is preparing for 

crucifixion & resurrection every step of the way. At the end of their journey: 

Jesus was betrayed, but he wasn't surprised. 

Jesus was arrested, but he wasn't restrained. 

Jesus was beaten, but he wasn't overpowered. 

Jesus was killed, but he wasn't defeated. 
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The Transfiguration tells us that Jesus was preparing every step of the way. 

And that’s not all. The Transfiguration isn’t just about Jesus. It’s about us 

too. Think about it like this. Last week on the top of Cadillac Mountain, 

overlooking Bar Harbor, we spotted a sign with an interesting surprise. It was a 

sign with one of those familiar labels, "You are here."  

The label was familiar, but the picture on the sign was the last thing you'd 

expect. Because the "here" arrow was pointing at a fiery chamber of magma, 

located miles below the earth's surface, and also millions of years in history. They 

were using the kind familiar of sign that you'd expect to find your location in a 

shopping mall, but instead, they were telling a story about how Mt. Desert Island 

came to exist. Most of the island is crystalized lava that's millions of years old. 

They were telling us a story with a familiar sign — and, inviting us to imagine 

ourselves in that story even for a moment by telling us all that "You are Here."  

The Transfiguration works the same way. The Transfiguration is telling a 

story about Jesus on a journey to cross & resurrection. It’s also telling a story about 

us and our lives. The story of the Transfiguration is a standing invitation to imagine 

ourselves even for a moment with the transformed Jesus. It's an invitation for all of 

us to see that, "You are Here”. With Peter, James & John; with Moses & Elijah. 

Whatever is happening in your life, You are Here, beholding the glory of Jesus. 

Whenever you feel betrayed or alone, You are Here, with the glory of Jesus. 
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Whenever you feel trapped or imprisoned, You are Here, with the glory of Jesus. 

Whenever you feel beaten or downtrodden, You are Here, with the radiant Jesus. 

Whenever you feel lifeless or empty, You are Here, with the life-giving Jesus.  

You see, the Transfiguration doesn’t just tell us that Jesus was preparing for 

his own crucifixion and resurrection. It also tells us that Jesus was preparing to 

join each of us on our journey through life -- every step of the way. And the 

Gospels tell that story using a familiar sign. It’s the sign of seeing God’s glory on a 

mountain — like Moses, in our first Reading, seeing the glory of God when Israel 

was delivered from slavery and formed as God’s people. The disciples don’t have 

shining faces when they come down the mountain with Jesus, but that’s one of the 

suggestions tucked into the story. The suggestion is that our lives become 

transformed, like Moses, when we spend time with the glory of Jesus. 

So today, on the Feast of the Transfiguration, we're invited to pay attention 

to our lives with new energy. We're invited to pay attention to all of the sights and 

the sounds -- the entertaining sights, the boring sights, the painful sights, the joyful 

sights, the challenging sights; wherever we find ourselves, we're invited to pay 

attention. And as we do, we're also invited to remember the Transfiguration of 

Jesus. To see ourselves on a mountain with Jesus in all of his glory. We're invited to 

see ourselves transformed in that story with Jesus, even for a moment, by 

remembering: You are Here. Amen.


