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Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to exploit, but 

emptied himself. 

There’s a famous story about King David when he decides to build a temple 

for God. It was a good project. And it was a good time for the project. David had 

united the nation and now it was time to unite their worship. And since ancient 

kings had royal advisors in the form of prophets, David even asked his prophet. 

David said, “Look! I’m living in a cedar palace, but God’s chest is housed in a 

tent!” (2Sam. 7.2). It was kind of awkward, right? So his prophet Nathan says, go 

for it. He says, “Go, do everything you have in mind; because God is with 

you,” (2Sam 7.3). Nathan says, “You’re the king. Just do it."  

Except there was a catch. The catch was that neither one of them -- neither 

God's king who was handpicked as the youngest of 7 much more impressive 

brothers, nor God's prophet whose main job was speaking for God -- neither one of 

them bothered to check with God. They were both of the same mind about their 

rights, but neither one bothered to check with the God on whose behalf they were 

ruling and speaking. They just assumed that God would support them because their 

decision made sense.  

So God finds them. Nathan has a dream where God reminds him how these 

messages were supposed to work. They were supposed to check with God. They 

were supposed to listen to God. And God tells David not to build a temple. God 
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says David's son can build a temple if he wants, but not David. God says he doesn't 

need a temple, God never asked for a temple, God doesn't even really want a 

temple. Here’s the point. God doesn't need a temple nearly as much as David 

needs to trust God’s grace & love. 

David needs to build a deep, strong, reliable fellowship & trust with the God 

who called him from the the shepherd fields to be king. Ironically, having a 

temple could actually make it harder to do that. Building a temple could make it 

harder for David to trust the God who called him from the margins of society to be 

a faithful, wise & humble ruler. Building a temple could actually make it harder to 

trust the God whose power is perfected in humility & weakness (2Cor 12:8-10).  

You see, the temptation would be focusing on what he had built, when God 

still wants to build something with him. God says, “David, do not build me house.” 

God says, “Here’s what I’ll do for you David. I will build you into a house.” God 

says, “I will make of you a never-ending dynasty (2Sam. 7.11-17). That’s why 

1,000 yrs. later when Jesus shows up people were still fighting for the title Son of 

David. Whoever claimed David’s title could still claim David’s throne. 

David gets it (sort of). After Nathan tells him to hold off on his big-dig 

construction project David has a kind of a-ha moment (2Sam. 7.18-29). You see, 

it’s almost like he didn't realize he was supposed to take God that seriously. 

Sure, he'd risen from the margins of society to the center of power. He'd survived 

years as an outlaw on the run from the previous king who tried to kill him. He'd 
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even survived as a kind of double-agent, serving Israel's enemy because it seemed 

like the best place to hide from Israel's mad king.  

David survived all that. But now that he was king, shouldn’t it just be 

business as usual? Now that he'd finally arrived, why wouldn't he act like all the 

other great kings of his world who used their power to promote their gods who 

marched before them into battle and gave them victory? Why wouldn't he build a 

temple? It was good for God, good for David, good for the nation. Right? 

Wrong. God says, “I don't want it. I don't need it.” And, here’s the kicker, 

God also says: David, neither should you. God tells Israel’s greatest king that he 

shouldn’t even want to compete on the same terms as the other nations. And David 

realizes, maybe for the first time, that worshiping the God of our faith really 

does call us to live differently. Worshiping the God of our faith really does call us 

into a life of deep fellowship & trust, and not simply a religious version of business 

as usual.  

By now you may have noticed that none of our assigned Readings are 

actually about king David. The reason I shared David's story is because it puts 

flesh & bone on a massive theme getting worked over in today's Readings. 

Each of today's readings is inviting God's people to build deep, strong, reliable 

patterns of fellowship & trust with the God who calls us from all the different 

places of our world. Paul's letter to the Philippians uses the image of a shared 

mind. He says, Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 
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Paul invites us to understand Christian life as a matter of where we fix our 

mind. Where do we fix our attention? What demands our attention? As so often for 

Paul, it’s not some theoretical question. He’s writing from jail. He's writing this 

letter to one of his favorite bunch of people during one of his imprisonments for 

announcing that Jesus really mattered; that Jesus really is Lord of the world, and 

Caesar isn’t. 

Paul believes Jesus really matters that much. He believes Jesus really is 

the hope of the world. He believes the life, death & resurrection of Jesus are the 

most reliable hope for a world that's constantly fighting, competing, and dying in a 

never-ending game of thrones for power, pleasure & prestige. So he tells them,  

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests 

of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:1–5). 

You see, even though we may not build temples like ancient kings anymore, 

it’s always been easy to put God in a box. That’s what temples do. They put God in 

a box. Our boxes today are different, but we still do it. We still “honor” God by 

placing our family Bible on a shelf where it looks pretty — but we’d never take it 

too seriously. It’s always been easy to “honor” God with activities that keep God at 

a distance and minimize the risk of ever having to listen.  

But just like the story of David, God still manages to find us. Today God 

finds us in a 2,000 year old thank-you note written by the Apostle Paul from 
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prison. Paul is thanking these Christians for supporting him financially in prison 

when he can’t even help himself. They’re literally his lifeline. But even while he’s 

thanking them, he also challenges them. Even while he’s thanking them, he also 

encourages them not to put God in a box by reducing God to their charitable work 

— even while they’re supporting him!  

Paul says if they really want to show that Jesus really matters and that Jesus 

is the ruler of heaven & earth they should follow the pattern of Jesus’ own life, 

death, and resurrection in their community. He says it happens by:  

Emptying ourselves instead of asserting ourselves over others (2.6-7)  

Humbling ourselves to pursue God's vision of peace, whatever the cost (2.8)  

Trusting that any status or power we receive are gifts, not accomplishments 

(2.9-11). 

It’s a beautiful vision, but if we’ve ever tried it then we already know, it’s 

really hard to do. Our other two readings today remind us just how hard it is to fix 

our minds on God: emptying ourselves, humbling ourselves, trusting God’s grace. 

It’s really hard, even when our survival depends on it. The Exodus generation was 

only going to survive the wilderness if they were united with one mind in their 

trust of God's provision, God's direction, and God's love. But instead of trusting 

God’s grace, they were united in their testing of God and quarreling with God. In 

the Gospel, the chief priests & elders were only going to survive Roman 

occupation by following a path of faithful witness to the God who gives life and 
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sustains us in trial or tribulation. Instead, they were united with one mind in their 

accommodation of Rome & their suspicion of Jesus. 

It’s always been challenging to have the mind of Christ in our world. It’s 

always been easier to fix our mind on self-assertion or preservation. Sometimes it 

seems like we’ll unite around almost anything except the mind of Christ. Paul gets 

it. That’s why he encourages us to, “Work out our own salvation with fear and 

trembling” (Phil. 2.12). You see, our salvation wouldn’t be very awe-inspiring if it 

was just a matter of looking respectable, practicing charity, or acting polite. But our 

salvation is more than a little awe-inspiring if we’re called to have the mind of 

Jesus, who “emptied himself, taking the form of a slave… to the point of death — 

even death on a cross” (Phil. 2.7-8). 

Paul gets it. He knows we’ll never muster up the strength to have the mind 

of Christ on our own. So he reminds the Philippians that it’s not up to them. That’s 

the good news. Having the mind of Christ is a gift. Because “it is God who is at 

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure,” (Phil. 

2.13). Enabling you first to want it, and then to do it. So if we want the mind of 

Christ, where do we go? Do we just sit back & wait for God to overwhelm us or to 

get struck by divine lightning? No.  

It begins with worship. It begins right here every time we gather as one 

body. Here is where we present ourselves — together — to be filled with the same 

mind as God’s people. We worship Jesus, not because he demands it like some 
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divine bully. We worship because we’re Christians, who’ve always believed that 

God brings life from every generous, self-giving act. We believe it not least 

because it’s the path traveled by Jesus himself. And the great rule of human life is 

this: we become whatever we worship (Psa. 115.8). We’re receive the mind of 

Christ by worshiping Christ.  

Think about how much our world needs people enabled with the mind of 

Christ. Think how desperate our world is for people who “Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than [them]selves.” 

Who does that?! How desperate is our world for people who, “look not to [their] 

own interests, but to the interests of others”? We’re invited — we’re called — to be 

those people. We’re invited to take Jesus that seriously. Today as we hear Paul’s 

letter, we’re invited to have our own kind of a-ha moment and to not simply keep 

following business as usual when it comes to the power-games or self-serving 

assertion & consumption of our world.  

If having the mind of Christ sounds too good to be true, then keep 

worshiping Jesus — trusting that any misunderstanding or mistreatment we suffer 

along the way will not only be honored by God, but will even become the source of 

God’s resurrection in us and God’s rescue for the world. Let’s work out our own 

salvation with that kind of awesome fear and trembling; because God is already at 

work in us, enabling us both to will and to work for [God’s] good pleasure. Amen.


