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This week’s readings are good news for anyone struggling with uncertainty 

or doubt. This week is good news if our journey through Lent so far has felt either 

a bit too convenient or a bit too intense. The first Sunday of Lent plunged us into 

the age-old human predicament of playing God. The second Sunday of Lent 

unveiled God's gift of new life on the cross of Jesus -- we're simply invited to look 

& believe. Last week, the third Sunday of Lent, drew us into relationship by 

inviting us to see how God is with us, sustaining us in our journeys between hope 

& despair. 

And maybe you just don’t buy it. Maybe, you think, the age-old human 

predicament of playing God makes perfect sense in a world that's always been 

messed up. Maybe, you think, God's gift of life in Jesus just seems a bit too 

convenient — or too weird. How could believing in Jesus actually do anything 

meaningful? Or maybe, you think, the invitation to see God with us, sustaining us 

in our journey seems like wishful thinking; a way of rationalizing (or 

pathologizing?) our suffering with false hope.  

If any of those questions have been lingering with you over the past few 

weeks, good. This Sunday is for you. This Sunday is about the way our doubt & 

uncertainty can actually help us see God in Jesus.  

You see, whenever we show up at church, we already bring some really 

well-formed, effective and proven ways of seeing the world. No one comes to 

church as a blank canvass. We all have some bundle of beliefs & assumptions, 
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doubts & uncertainties. And they’re shaped by real experiences of joy & pain. We 

all have some instinct about the way the world really works.  

And today’s readings invite us into all those places where our really well-

formed, effective and proven ways of viewing the world tell us that God surely 

can’t be there; that God is not with us to sustain us and bring us new life. Today's 

readings invite us into the heart of every doubt and uncertainty; not to belittle us or 

to make us feel bad, but to show us how God can meet us even in our doubts & 

uncertainties to bring life. 

Here's how it works. In another one of the longest Gospel readings you'll 

find at church (John 9.1-41), Jesus & his disciples come walking up to a blind man. 

He's blind from birth. And the disciples bring Jesus their really well-formed, 

effective and proven way of viewing the world. They ask: "Teacher, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (Jn. 9.2). Who’s fault is it? It’s 

obvious, somebody needs to be blamed. Because even if it isn't his fault or his 

family’s fault, we know from our readings just a few weeks ago that we have at 

least two people to blame: Adam & Eve. Right? Who's to blame, Jesus? 

They’re familiar questions because they can be the same questions we find 

ourselves wrestling with in our own lives:  who’s to blame, Jesus? Who’s to 

blame when relationships fail us? Who’s to blame when resources disappear? 

Who’s to blame when our bodies betray us? It’s easy to look for reliable answers 

when our lives are plagued with doubts & uncertainty. 
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And Jesus responds gently but clearly, whether it’s his disciples looking for 

answers in today’s gospel, or whether it’s us looking for answers in our own lives; 

Jesus says, that’s the wrong question. He says, I know that you’re craving some 

really well-formed, effective and proven ways for explaining the world; especially 

when you see suffering or pain — but it’s the wrong question. Jesus says, the 

question isn't: who’s to blame? The question is: how is God revealed? The 

question isn’t, where can we find explanations? The question is, how can even our 

doubt & uncertainty leave room to see God? That’s all: just leave room. 

Have you ever thought about your doubt & uncertainty as good things? 

Have you ever thought about that? Maybe not. It’s not something we hear very 

often at church. But in today's gospel, honest doubt & uncertainty are the only 

things that actually leave room for people to see God at the end of the story.  

Let me offer an invitation. This afternoon, let me invite you to read this 

gospel again. Take your bulletin & read it at home. And here’s what I want you to 

do. I want you follow the language of “knowing” in today’s Gospel. Circle each 

time the word “know” is used. Eleven times John uses the language of knowing 

and — even more importantly — not knowing to show us who sees God in this 

story. Because unlike last week’s marathon conversation with a Samaritan woman, 

in this week’s gospel Jesus is almost entirely absent from the scene. All the drama 

happens in the (long) middle section when no one actually sees Jesus. He leaves 

center stage right after he heals the guy and spends almost the entire story off-
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stage. And maybe that’s how our lives feel too. There’s a method to this Gospel 

story because all the drama of our lives also happens between the appearance of 

Jesus on the stage of history & his unknown return to center stage. All the drama & 

action happens when Jesus is (seemingly) off-stage. That’s why all the characters 

in this story spend their time debating who really knows what’s going on. 

We can boil down all the debates like this. The religious leaders emphasize 

what they already know. They emphasize their really well-formed, effective and 

proven way of viewing the world. And here’s the irony: what they know prevents 

them from seeing God in Jesus. Their knowledge about Moses isn’t really an 

advantage because it leaves no room for seeing Jesus as anything but a sinner. “We 

know this man is a sinner,” (Jn. 9.24). The blind man, and his parents, 

emphasize what they don’t know. The man says, “I do not know whether he is a 

sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see,” (Jn. 9.25). And 

it’s that willingness to live with the tension, the willingness to be honest with his 

doubt & uncertainty that allows him (eventually) to see God in Jesus at the end.  

Don’t be afraid of your doubt & uncertainty. Because some of us might live 

our entire lives never knowing exactly what we see when it comes to Jesus. 

That’s okay. Keep looking — but it’s okay if it seems like you never really see 

Jesus. If today’s gospel has anything to offer, it’s that sometimes our doubt & 

uncertainty are the very thing God uses to help us see him — if we live with the 

tension. In today’s gospel, the people who have the most knowledge refuse to live 
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with any tension. They’re blinded by their certainty. They don’t have room to see 

God in Jesus. He’s just a threat to their really well-formed, effective and proven 

ways of seeing the world. We’re invited to live with the tension. God can use it.  

That’s good news. But maybe you’re still not buying it. Maybe you’re still 

not sold on the idea that God can use our doubt & uncertainty for anything 

meaningful. Maybe your doubt & uncertainty just seem like obstacles to the life of 

faith. That’s okay, but let’s close by looking at the David story in 1 Sam. Because 

David’s story is all about God using obstacles in our lives. We see it in today’s 

story when David is anointed as king and his main qualification seem to be his 

weakness — his small stature & status. It’s a theme that runs throughout his life 

story, and surely the most famous example is the story of David & Goliath. 

We usually think of David & Goliath as the ultimate underdog story. But 

according to at least one person, we’re making a big mistake if we see David’s size 

& status as disadvantages for this story. That’s the verdict from Malcom Gladwell, 

one of our culture’s most creative thinkers and one of the best experts at subverting 

our really well-formed, effective and proven ways of seeing the world. 

He says, when it comes to David’s story, we’re too easily misled by the 

narrowness of our assumptions about what constitutes an advantage. We look at 

David as a small boy. We look at Goliath as an armored tank. And we assume that 

size and strength give Goliath an advantage. Gladwell says it’s totally irrational to 

see the story that way. He says it’s irrational to see David as a long-shot despite his 
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disadvantages because his advantages are even greater. After all, David is the one 

who brings a gun (his slingshot) to a knife-fight with a lumbering giant.  

And then he says this. Gladwell says, If we’re so profoundly irrational in the 

way that we read [David & Goliath] how many other situations are we doing the 

same thing? Lots of them. He’s probably right. It’s easy to look at our doubt & 

uncertainty and assume that we could never be good Christians or people of faith. 

But what if that perspective is totally irrational?  

Don’t assume that your doubt is a weakness Because the good news of 

David’s story & the blind man’s story — the good news of our faith — is less 

about our ability to penetrate the mystery of God, and more about God’s 

ability to penetrate the mystery of our doubt & uncertainty. Don’t assume that 

your doubt is a weakness. If today’s readings are any indication, then maybe, even 

after long seasons of blindness or uncertainty we may be surprised to find 

ourselves face-to-face with Jesus at the end of our story. The most important thing 

may be just leaving enough room in our doubt & uncertainty to see God in Jesus. 

And when that happens, in our amazement & utter surprise, we may even find 

ourselves echoing the blind man who says, Lord I believe — and worships him (Jn. 

9.38). Amen.


