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could predict. We’re invited to see light dawning —first— in the darkest place. It’s almost 

like Matthew is telling God’s people: We may know how to reconstruct our past. But when 

it comes to our God, we simply don’t know how to predict our future.  

And that’s always a good reminder for the Church. After all, when St. C’s was 

founded in 1894, Christianity was already ancient history. Today we have more 

information than ever when it comes to reconstructing our past. Not just our past here at  

Linden Street; we have entire education departments & publishing industries dedicated to 

reconstructing the past of Christian faith & life around the world.  

And even with all that information, when it comes to our God, we still don’t know 

how to predict our future. Today there are plenty of people who think the Church in 

America already entered a fatal “spiral of decline.” There are plenty of people grieving the 

Church in our generation like it’s either the loss of a family member, or the nostalgic loss 

of a really old tree. Because despite all of Christianity’s strength & resilience over the past, 

despite all of the tender loving care that people have invested in the God of our faith, when 

it comes to any single church:  we still don’t know how to predict our future. 

And that’s good news. Because our goal is never about “saving” or “preserving” any 

church. Our goal is always about following Jesus, and trusting that God will preserve us & 

keep us in whatever form serves God in our generation. So today in 1 Corinthians Paul 

tells one of the earliest churches that he’s glad he can’t reconstruct their past. He says, 

“thank God I only baptized a couple of you… and maybe a few others,” (1Cor. 1.14-16). 

He can’t really remember. Because whatever value we find in reconstructing our past, our 
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identity as Christians is always more about following Jesus. And Jesus has never been easy 

to predict. From the beginning, “the message of the cross [has been] foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are [following, who are] being saved it is the power of 

God,” (1Cor. 1.18).  

What a great reminder for each of us, individually. Whenever we find our lives 

consumed by darkness, the good news is that we’re following the same Jesus who invites 

us to find light dawning —first— in the darkest place. Where is the darkness in your life? 

Where is the sorrow, pain, or trouble. Keep following Jesus, and look for light in the 

darkest place. Following Jesus gives hope in our darkness — because we don’t know how 

to predict our future. Its also gives humility in our success — because we just don’t know 

what God is up to next.  

Hope & humility. We couldn’t ask for a better reminder as we gather after morning 

worship for our Annual business meeting; as we gather to celebrate our many gifts & 

opportunities, our ongoing responsibilities & concerns. We’ve seen a great swell of life in 

our little branch of God’s Kingdom over these past 6 years. We have much to celebrate and 

many people to thank. Our future is full of anticipation. And also, as we look to the future 

let’s always remember that as long as we’re following Jesus:  We may know how to 

reconstruct our past. But we really don’t know how to predict our future. Amen.


