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 Epiphany is a season to come & see. It’s a season to see the revelation of 

God; the manifestation of God in Christ. And so at Christmas, as we’re getting 

ready for Epiphany we decorate our churches with all kinds of ornamentation to 

open our eyes and to help us see with fresh eyes. But of course the revelation of 

God in Jesus is never simply the kind of thing to point at like some kind of object 

in our world. It’s never simply the kind of beauty that we use to decorate our 

worship spaces every year.  

 The revelation we find in Jesus is the kind of revelation that always begins 

with a question: what are you looking for? And then: come & see. Whatever we’re 

looking for, whatever we bring to the table is going to affect what we see when it 

comes to God’s revelation in Jesus. It’s nothing unique to Christianity. Life has 

always looked that way. And it’s going to work that way again this week on a 

grand scale in our nation. This week we’re going to we’re going to see — and 

behold— another transfer of power in the highest political office of our land. And 

whatever you see when you look at our outgoing President is going to be shaped by 

whatever you’re looking for. Whatever you see when you look at our incoming 

President is going to be shaped by whatever you’re looking for.  

 We could rattle off an endless list of various things that people are looking 

for in our world: from security and home & abroad, to financial prosperity & well-

paying jobs, to leaders who foster the dignity & respect of every human being. We 

could rattle off an endless list and we could compare all the different things that 
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people are looking for. But whatever we think we’re looking for, it’s safe to say 

that it has something to do with trust. We’re all looking for someone or something 

that we can trust. Last year’s Presidential election had a lot to do with trust; from 

email servers to tax returns and everything in-between. For some people it was 

about not being able to trust one more politician; not being able to trust the 

promises that anything would really change. For others, it was about not having to 

trust a candidate who didn’t seem to worry about truth very much. But ironically, 

that meant some people could trust that he might be the one to change a broken 

system. 

 Our lives are made up of countless acts of trust every moment of every day. 

From big things like our elected leaders to little things like flipping a light switch 

or turning on a faucet. We’re looking for something we can trust. So today, on the 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany, it’s fair to ask how our Readings invite us to 

trust the God of our faith; the God revealed in Jesus. Let’s think about like this:  

 Isaiah invites us to trust God when it feels like wasted effort.  

 1Cor. invites us to trust God when it feels like wasted time. 

 The Gospel invites us to trust God when it feels like a wasted message. 

 Isaiah shares a message of hope for a people in despair. He shares a message 

for people whose identity was all about God — until it didn’t seem to do them any 

good. Because they found themselves exiled in a foreign land for 70 years. And 

after the exile is when the prophet shared a message of hope that invited them to 
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trust. You can imagine in their world, like ours, trust was a word that came with an 

edge; especially on the other side of exile. Trust was limited. Provisional. Guarded 

at best. Imagine how hard it would be to trust God when they’d spent two 

generations in exile. A verse in the middle of our passage nicely captures the mood 

of their nation: “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and 

vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD,” (Isa. 49.4). They’re looking for 

God to address their cause. 

 When it feels like our trust in God is a wasted effort, Isaiah invites us to 

come & see that God is (always) working — even if we can't see it. Because “now 

the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant… He says, ‘It is too 

light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up [your own tribe] and to 

restore [your own people]; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 

salvation may reach to the end of the earth’,” (Isa. 49:5–6).  

 Whenever it feels like our strength is wasted, the prophet reminds us that it 

may be just the moment when God is preparing new life & new mission. This 

Epiphany consider any of those places where it feels like your energy is wasted or 

spent; where it feels like you’ve got nothing left but wasted effort. We’re invited to 

open our eyes and to see how Jesus is inviting us to new life and new mission even 

if it feels like our hope has come to an end. That’s what we’re looking for during 

Epiphany. Come & see. 

 I Corinthians invites us to trust God when it feels like a waste of time. The 
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Corinthians famously had all kinds of problems — from lawsuits to a adultery — 

but at the heart of them all was a crisis of trust. They weren’t in exile like Isaiah’s 

audience. They weren’t oppressed. They were liberated. In fact, they were so 

liberated they’d become libertine. They were dividing up the world according to 

their whims so they could enjoy everything now. They were looking for power, 

pleasure, & prestige. Why wait? Why put anything off for tomorrow if they could 

enjoy it today? They were even using the “victory” of Jesus over death as an 

excuse to leave behind any piety or restraints that felt inauthentic or constricting. 

They liked to think they were enlightened but they were drowning in their own 

squabbles.  

 It was a crisis of trust. When it feels like our trust in God is a waste of time, 

Paul reminds us that our lives are held in God’s time. So right here at the beginning 

of his letter he reminds them that everything they have is already a divine gift. “In 

every way you have been enriched in him,” but here’s the key: you’ve been 

enriched “as you wait for the revealing of Jesus” (1.5,7). Our gifts don’t exist to 

give us maximum power, pleasure or prestige. They’re to be used while we wait. 

 This Epiphany we’re invited to see all those places where we’re leaning on 

our own riches or wisdom; we’re invited to open our eyes and to see how Jesus is 

inviting us to be strengthened in generosity & love, so that as we hear from Paul 

“we may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus,” (1.Cor. 1.8). That’s what 

we’re looking for during Epiphany. Come and see.. 
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 Finally, when it feels like the message — the good news — of our faith is 

powerless to change the world, the Gospel invites us to trust that Jesus is already 

removing the brokenness of our world. In the Gospel, we hear that the power of 

God is like the power of a lamb, Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. It’s not the kind of power that goes slashing and tearing its way 

through the brokenness of the world. It’s not the kind of power that’s here to 

compete. It’s the kind of power that’s more like a sponge. It’s a power that absorbs 

evil & exhausts evil onto itself, until evil has no more power to hurt or to wound.  

 Seeing the God of our faith during Epiphany means trusting that kind of 

power as the only power worth the name. That’s the whole point of the last book of 

the Bible, the book of Revelation. At the beginning of Revelation we’re invited 

into the heavenly throneroom; God Himself surrounded by the court of heaven. 

And the prophet who’s there as a kind of visitor sees God’s throne room & weeps. 

Because no creature in heaven or on earth is worthy to open the scroll that reveals 

God’s plan for creation, God’s hope for creation. No one is worthy, except 

someone described as the Lion of Judah, who “has conquered, so that he can open 

the scroll” (Rev. 5.5). And when the prophet turns to look at the Lion what he sees 

is actually “a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered.” The power of Lion was 

accomplished by a sacrificial lamb. And the Lamb, “took the scroll from … the one 

who was seated on the throne.” (5.6-7). 

 And what happens next becomes our model for the entire season of 
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Epiphany — if not our entire lives. What happens next when the Lamb takes the 

scroll is that all of heaven erupts in praise. The prophet “looked, and I heard the 

voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing 

with full voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5.11–12).  

 Here’s what we learn when we see Jesus as the Lamb of God. We learn that 

God’s power isn’t competing with the world, and our message isn’t powerless to 

heal the world. We learn that God’s power —the power to restore & rescue & heal 

— is what allows us to actually see the world for what it is. And the way we learn 

to trust that power is through our praise. By joining the angels of heaven, the 

myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice. Because 

the more we praise the Lamb of God who restores & heals the world through love, 

the more we don’t just learn to trust God, the more we also become epiphanies & 

manifestations of that same God for the world. 

 So we’re going to do that right now. Please stand with me and turn to # 410 

in the blue Hymnal, Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven. And let me invite you to 

pay attention to the words, especially the last verse that invites us to join with 

angels who see God face-to-face.  

Angels, help us to adore him; ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space. 
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Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace. 

As we sing this song, let me invite you to consider what you’re looking for this 

Epiphany. Let me invite you to hear this hymn as an invitation to come & see. 

Amen.


