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 One of the great things about being a new parent is watching our [exceptional] 

infant daughter learn to recognize objects in the world. Of course, she’s still months away 

from any kind of object permanence (knowing things exist when she can’t see them) — 

but she can already focus on some things, especially when we stick them in front of her 

face. And here’s what I've noticed. I’ve noticed that we can’t help sticking ourselves in 

front of her face. We can’t help inserting ourselves in her newborn field of vision; doing 

everything we can to help her see us.  

 I used to make fun of people who do this — and I’m still self-conscious about it, 

but I’ve become one of “those parents” who make the silliest sounds & the funniest faces. 

I do it for one simple reason. I do it to get Penelope’s attention. (She’s also just really 

cute…) In other words, as our daughter is learning to recognize objects in the world, I 

don't want to be just one part of the landscape; I want to be the center of her attention. 

That’s why I’ll go to silly extremes even if she doesn’t understand it. Because I want her 

to see me. Something about Easter works exactly the same way… 

 Easter is about learning to see the world with the risen Jesus as the center of 

our attention. He wants to be the center of our attention. That’s why he keeps popping 

up in front of his followers at Easter. Because even if they don’t know what’s going on 

(they’re still about 50 days away from any kind of object permanence with Pentecost & 

the arrival of the Holy Spirit); but still — from the beginning — Jesus is inviting them to 

see him at the center of their lives.  

 He’s inviting them into the journey of Christian faith, and it goes like this; it’s 
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about: first coming to SEE the risen Jesus in our world. Second, learning to see him as 

the CENTER of our attention. Finally, coming to RECOGNIZE him in the most familiar 

places. 

First: Learning to SEE the risen Jesus. The Gospels include all kinds of stories about 

disciples & followers learning to see the risen Jesus in their world. They’re not expecting 

him. On Easter he just appears in their field of vision. Tonight’s short reading from 

Matthew uses the language of “seeing” 8x in 10 verses…. 

• Mary went to see the tomb 

• And behold! there was a great earthquake 

• His appearance was like lightening 

• I know that you are looking for Jesus 

• Come, see the place where he lay 

• And behold! he is going ahead of you 

• You will see him 

• [And finally] They will see me. 

 8x in 10 verses. It’s complete overkill if they actually know what they’re looking 

for, but of course they don’t; that’s the whole point. They’re like infants. So the Gospels 

have to spell it out, almost like the kind of thing you do for a newborn who’s learning to 

recognize objects in the real world. You do everything to help them see.  

 But of course, Easter isn't just about learning to see Jesus as part of the landscape. 

It’s also about learning to see him as the center of our attention. I think that's why we 
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hear about Galilee. It gets mentioned twice in a few verses— why? Maybe, here’s why. 

The Resurrection happened in Jerusalem. And sure, Jerusalem was a special place but it 

was never the center of their lives. Jesus & his followers were all Galileans. So if they’re 

going to learn to see the risen Jesus at the center of their lives then no wonder the angel 

says, “He’s going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him” (Matt. 28:7). 

 And here’s the funny thing, after the angel shares that message it’s almost like 

Jesus can’t help himself. He just can’t wait to pop up in front of their faces. Because they 

don’t really know what they’re looking for. They have no object permanence with the 

risen Lord. And that’s okay. Because just like the parent of a newborn, Jesus can’t wait 

to be the center of their attention. He pops up somewhere between the empty tomb and 

the upper room. He doesn’t have any more information for them. He just repeats the 

angel’s message because he just can’t wait to stick himself in front of their faces like a 

parent wanting to be the center of attention. 

 Easter is first about coming to see the Jesus in the real world, and second learning 

to see him as the center of our attention. And then pause with me for a moment because 

just like you’ll find with any newborn, this business of learning to see is a fitful process. 

That’s part of Easter too. It’s important to hear that. Because when it comes to seeing the 

risen Jesus, and seeing him as the center of our attention we always struggle with object 

permanence. Truth is, we’re all newborns when it comes to Easter. It’s always one 

step forward & two steps back. We catch glimpses of Jesus — then he’s gone. It reminds 

me of how we check on Penelope when she’s napping. Sometimes her eyes are open, and 
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I know if she sees me she won’t go back to sleep. So I stand back just far enough to avoid 

catching her eye. I’m in the room, maybe she can even feel my presence, but it’s not clear 

how much she really sees.  

 The Gospels show the same thing happening all over the place at Easter. It’s a fitful 

process. In John's Gospel after Jesus appears to the disciples, and even convinces 

doubting Thomas, we hear that he appears again by the sea of Galilee. It happened, “after 

daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 

Jesus" (John 21:4). In other words, They’ve already lost him as the center of their 

attention. In Luke's Gospel Jesus joins a couple of disciples on the Road to Emmaus. He 

walks with them 5 or 6 miles, but Luke says “their eyes were kept from recognizing 

him.” (Luke 24:16). He’s right there but They’ve already lost him as the center of their 

attention. Matthew’s Gospel makes the point even stronger, just a few verses after 

tonight's reading. We hear that when the disciples finally meet Jesus in Galilee and saw 

him, “they worshiped him; but some doubted.” (Matthew 28:16–17). He’s right there (in 

the same “room” so to speak) But they’ve already lost him as the center of their attention. 

 The point is that learning to see the risen Jesus as the center of our attention has 

always been a fitful process. It's always one step forward, two steps back. That’s okay. 

Because it’s one of the reasons we keep coming back to church to meet him in 

worship every week. Christian worship has always been one of the primary ways we 

train our vision. Corporate worship is how we learn some kind of object permanence with 

the Risen Lord. Every time we gather we see him in scripture & song, in the breaking of 
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bread and the sharing of the cup. He becomes the center of our attention whenever we 

gather for worship.  

 And then just like a newborn, eventually we may even learn to see Jesus in the 

midst of our daily lives; recognizing him in the most familiar places. That's the journey of 

our faith: coming to SEE the Jesus in the world, learning to see him as the CENTER of 

our attention, coming to RECOGNIZE him in the most familiar places.  

 I loved a news story I read about a group of detectives at Scotland Yard. They’re 

called “super-recognizers” because they have this amazing gift; they see someone’s 

face once and remember it for months — or years. And because they have this amazing 

gift, they end up carrying thousands of faces in their recognition bank over the course of 

their daily lives. They don’t just have object permanence, they’ve got an iron vault.  

 The irony is that it wreaks havoc on their social lives. “They’ll be out with 

friends… And suddenly, they'll just lock on to somebody” and go chasing after them. 

Apparently one guy “makes as many as five arrests off-duty [in a single week].” He’s 

never actually met any of these suspects. He also hasn’t done any real detective work. 

He’s just seen a picture. And then one night months later when he’s out with friends he 

sees someone and takes off running.   1

 What a great image for the Christian life; learning to carry the risen Jesus in our 

recognition bank and then chasing him down when we see him in the course of our daily 

lives; not to arrest him of course (!) but to cling to him with all our might; to follow him 

 The Detectives Who Never Forget A Face, http://one.npr.org/i/490314062:4903140631

http://one.npr.org/i/490314062:490314063


Rev. Eric Hillegas        Year A, Easter Vigil 2017 
St. Chrysostom’s, Quincy

and to be with him; “viewing the world as Christ [sees it] and acting in the world like 

Christ [acts]”  2

 But what if you don’t have that gift? What if you don’t feel like a super-

recognizer when it comes to Jesus? That’s okay. Because for Christians, that kind of 

recognition has never been something we’re born with. It’s a gift that grows out of 

baptism. In baptism we're united with Christ. As we hear in Romans, “if we’ve been 

united with [Christ] in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his,” (Ro 6:5). In baptism Jesus becomes united with our family 

"recognition bank" — whether we know it or not — living there in the center of our lives 

as we’re raised in Christian faith. And for Christians raised in the church, one of the 

amazing features of this baptismal gift is that we can be walking around with Jesus in our 

recognition bank for years before we ever actually learn to see him face-to-face.  

 This is the night, we begin the journey of faith all over again by welcoming 

children into our midst, washing them in baptism, marking them with the sign of the 

cross, and as they grow up, helping them to look for the risen Jesus who keeps popping 

up when we least expect him. Because even if we don’t always feel the presence of the 

risen Jesus, we cling to the promise of Easter, tenaciously living out the promise of “life 

beyond death, hope beyond despair and joy beyond sorrow.”  Trusting all the time, that 3

Jesus loves us so much he just can’t wait to put himself right in front of our face. Amen.

 Gooder, This Risen Existence, 13-142

 Ibid., 17.3


