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 Easter is the day, above all days, for Christians to celebrate the unique, 

defining, unrepeatable event of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It’s a big deal. 

Resurrection isn’t the kind of thing that just happens every day. Otherwise: no 

Easter. So you can imagine my surprise when I came across an article in the Wall 

Street Journal suggesting that people are rising from the dead right now all across 

America at a rate of about 10,000 times per year. 10,000 people per year are rising 

from the dead — that is, at least on paper.  

 Because according to the Journal, “as long as there have been bureaucracies, 

bureaucrats have been accidentally terminating the lives of perfectly healthy 

people. Nearly 10,000 living people are mistakenly being declared as dead each 

year in the U.S., often for no reason more sinister than pressing the wrong key on a 

computer.” But as tragic as it may be for the government to think you’re dead, 

almost nothing “is ever said about the other side of [the equation]—the effort to 

come fully back to life.”  Turns out, If the Government Thinks You’re Dead, That’s 1

Really Hard to Fix. Because no one knows where to begin.  

 One man took his own death notice to, “the local Veterans Affairs office… a 

VA official attached a note to his file: ‘Vet came in person to Room 222 to verify 

that he is not deceased.’” But it still didn’t fix his record. Another person couldn’t 

file his taxes when he was officially dead so he called the IRS and says: “When I 

told the tax guy on the phone that I’m not really dead, he answered ‘I’m going to 

believe you Andy, but I [still] can’t put you back in the system when you’re dead.’” 

 https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-the-government-thinks-youre-dead-thats-really-hard-to-fix-14744747931

https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-the-government-thinks-youre-dead-thats-really-hard-to-fix-1474474793
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 A poor woman was unfortunate enough to be declared dead twice; she ended 

up testifying before a, Senate committee where she reported that even “Coming 

back from the dead in government records… didn’t mean [she] was fully living. 

[Because] most credit-reporting agencies still listed her as deceased.” She said: 

“My life was a ping-pong ball. I was alive in one system, dead in another.” And 

then she said this: “Once [you’re] dead, you are never really alive again.”  

 Let me invite you to make that your mantra this Easter. Once you’re dead, 

you’re never really alive again. Or as we heard from St. Paul last night at the \ 

Vigil, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?” (Rom. 6:3). When Jesus comes out of a tomb on 

Easter morning, the message is that his resurrection means he’s dead to all the 

“systems” of this world. Again from Romans, “Christ, being raised from the dead, 

will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him… the life he lives, he 

lives to God,” (Rom 6:9-10). Resurrection means Jesus is alive in God’s system of 

new creation and dead to all the world’s systems of oppression, corruption & 

decay. And we are too.  

 The message at Easter is that when we die with Christ in our baptism, that's 

really hard to fix. Because once you’re dead to any world system of oppression, 

corruption or decay, you’re never really alive to it again. After the Resurrection 

of Jesus we can't just go back to the same ol' system. We’re alive in one system, 

dead in another. Not because of some bureaucratic error; but because we’ve been 

launched into God’s new creation with Jesus.  
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 From one perspective, you might say Easter is the season we "begin 

investigating [the cause of our] own demise” to the world’s oppression. That’s the 

kind of thing we hear happening this morning in the Book of Acts. Peter, the Rock 

on which Christ built his Church; Peter is an utter mess because he’s trying to 

make sense of this new world after the Resurrection of Jesus. He’s trying to 

make sense because the old system of the world he’s familiar with no longer 

works. He’s used to a system that separates God’s people from the rest of the 

nations. He’s used to a system that maintains a strict hierarchy of status based on 

ethnicity, gender, patronage. Until the Spirit of the Risen Jesus shows up at 

foreigner’s house — a wicked Roman Centurion! — and all of a sudden the Spirit 

of the Risen Jesus includes all the wrong people in God’s new family. 

 To his shock Peter, the Rock, learns that once he’s dead to the world’s 

system of hierarchy & separation, he’s never really alive to that ol’ world again. 

He’s alive in one system, dead in another. And the best way Peter knows to make 

sense of this new creation is by telling the story of Jesus all over again. So he does 

it. Right there with the Roman Centurion & his family, he recounts the message 

that God sent to the people of Israel by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all — how 

God anointed him with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 

were oppressed.  

 In the process Peter figures out that our death to the world’s oppression, 

corruption & decay begins with the message of Jesus. And he learns that he can 

never go back to that ol' system once we've died with Christ and been raised again. 
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Again St. Paul, “whoever has died is freed from sin… So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 6:11). You see, we 

simply can’t go back to any ol’ system of oppression & corruption because we’ve 

been chosen as witnesses (!), who eat & drink with the risen Jesus every week in 

Scripture & song, in the breaking of the bread & the sharing of the cup. Just like 

Peter, we’re invited to preach & testify that Jesus himself is the one whose life, 

death & resurrection is the ultimate judgment for all the death-dealing empires and 

corrupt power systems of our day. The LORD is our strength and our song; he has 

become our salvation (Psa. 118:14). 

 When you get right down to it, believing in "the resurrection [of Jesus] is 

an act of rebellion against [all] the evil, corruption and oppression [of the world’s 

systems]. [At Easter] the resurrection [is] a refusal to accept that the world is as it 

is, that it can never change and that we must accept it simply as it is.”  That’s the 2

good news of our death to the world and our resurrection life that begins at Easter. 

 What if we don’t feel like we’re really dead to sin & alive to God? What 

if our lives just feel like a ping-pong ball bouncing between two incompatible 

systems? That’s where our reading from Colossians comes in. Because Colossians 

invites us to “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ,” (Col. 3:2–3). Set you 

mind, train your mind, fix your mind — where Christ is. Or, in the words of the 

great 19th ce. Anglican theologian, John Lightfoot: “You must not only seek 

 Gooder, This Risen Existence, 7.2
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heaven, you must think heaven.”  If we really believe we’re dead to the world & 3

alive to God, it’ll never work if we just keep looking to the corrupt systems of this 

world for our life, our meaning, & our hope. 

 So we fix our minds on Jesus. And we do it by returning to the Gospels 

again, and again, and again. That’s how we learn to fix our minds. And that’s why 

find all the characters in today’s Gospel wrestling with that gap between seeing 

and believing at the empty tomb. They’re learning to fix their minds on Jesus in 

real time at the resurrection. On Easter morning Mary Magdalene saw the stone 

had been removed but she still didn’t know what to believe. She said, “They have 

taken the Lord and we do not know where they have laid him,” (Jn. 20.1-2). Peter 

arrived and went inside. He saw the linen wrappings — but he still didn’t know 

what to believe. Finally, the beloved disciple “saw and believed.” Up to that point, 

we hear, they didn’t know that Jesus must first die to the world and then rise again 

(Jn. 20.3-9).  

 Mary’s next. She first sees two angels in the place where the guys could only 

see dead wrappings. She’s closer. But even then, she still doesn’t know what to 

believe. She’s still learning to fix her mind on Christ and she repeats the same 

thing we heard earlier “They have taken away my Lord and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” Finally “she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 

she [still] did not know that it was Jesus,” (Jn. 20.11-14). It’s only when he speaks 

that she’s able to “fix her mind.” And, finally, when she leaves the tomb she went 
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and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” (Jn. 20.18). Her journey is 

our journey too. 

 Easter is the day of our Lord’s resurrection. It means that Jesus is alive in 

God’s new creation and dead to all the world’s systems of oppression, corruption & 

decay. And we are too. We also must consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. Once we’re dead to the world, we’re never really alive to it 

again. Make that your mantra this Easter. Keep coming back to these Gospel 

stories. And make these lines from St. Francis your prayer as we continue the 

lifelong, joyful journey of fixing our minds on things above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God: Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where 

there is hatred, let us sow love… Grant that we may not so much seek to be 

consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is 

in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.


