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As we gather today for Homecoming & also the feast of our patron saint, 

one of the questions before us is this: where do we find our truth?  

You see, we live in an age that’s painfully aware that every truth is 

someone’s truth. No truth is impartial, or immune from perspective or prejudice. 

We live in an age painfully aware of the battle for truth. We don’t expect your truth 

to line up with my truth. We can have separate truths. And if we don’t like 

someone’s truth, then we can just label it their truth. Where do we find our truth?   

We’re not the first ones to wrestle with this question. Famously in John’s 

Gospel when Jesus is hauled before Pilate in chains, with his life hanging in the 

balance, they have a debate about truth. Pilate asks Jesus if he’s a king. Jesus says, 

he came to testify to the truth. And Pilate responds: what is truth? (Jn. 18:38).  

People have always understood the battle for truth. Pilate understood the 

difference between truth that comes from the witness of integrity and truth that 

comes from the edge of a sword. They’re different kinds of truth. So the question 

— where do we find our truth? — often becomes a question about whose truth can 

really win. When push comes to shove, if my truth and you truth are on a collision 

course, then whose truth is going to win? Unfortunately in our world, violence 

usually wins. Not always. But usually. 

That’s the rub for Christians. We live in a world that can make our truth — 

the truth of faith, hope & love — look really inadequate, and really thin. Today in 

1Corinthians St. Paul says this. He says, love rejoices in the truth. That sounds 
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really good, but it still begs the question: where do we find our truth? 

How can we possibly rejoice in the truth when our truth, Christian truth — 

the truth of faith, hope, and love — so often comes out on the losing end? 

Thankfully, we’re not the first ones to wrestle with this question. Our ancestors in 

the faith have wrestled with this question for thousands of years.  

Look at the opening pages of scripture that tell a story of creation. It’s a 

story about God bringing light & life in the midst of chaos. That story in Genesis 1 

is there for a reason. It’s not just their best guess at the Big Bang. It’s an invitation 

into the truth of spiritual life. It’s an invitation into a living relationship with the 

God who brings light & life in the midst of chaos. That’s where truth begins for 

Christians. With the God who gives life to the dead and calls into existence things 

that do not even exist.  

It’s no mistake we get this creation story from the people of ancient Israel. 

Other creation stories in the ancient are famously violent stories with cosmic 

battles that include gods getting ripped in half and humans sprouting from their 

blood to become servants in the world. Those kind of violent stories are impressive 

if you’re a powerful empire and your truth always wins. But the people of Israel 

weren’t powerful. They were a tiny, postage-sized strip of land in the midst of all 

the other great powers and empires of their world. Their creation story matched the 

story of their lives. Their creation story about God speaking light & life into the 

midst of darkness & chaos matched their national story of constantly crying out for 
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God to rescue them and deliver them from the darkness and chaos of all the 

empires who imposed their violent truth by marching all over them.  

And Jeremiah, the prophet we hear about today; he lived in an age where 

Israel’s darkness was at it’s worst. He lived through the destruction of his own 

nation. After decades of warning his own people to pay attention to God, the God 

who loved them, who delivered them slavery; after decades of praying & 

prophesying, confronting & pleading, after years of suffering and being mocked 

for the sake of God’s truth; Jeremiah watched as Babylon — the latest, greatest 

empire — inflicted their violent truth on God’s temple by tearing it down. How 

could anyone in Jeremiah’s day possibly rejoice in truth?  

Maybe we identify with that feeling. After all, we gather today on the eve of 

9/11. And even though our nation wasn’t destroyed, we still remember the painful 

truth of violence that ripped through our borders much deeper than we expected. 

We still live with the painful truth of that violence, let alone the ongoing pain of 

everything from racism to hurricanes. In our day, how can we possibly rejoice in 

the truth?  

Here’s how the question gets answered for Jeremiah. Today he’s approached 

by a group of Jewish rebels in the aftermath of their nation’s destruction. These 

rebels approach Jeremiah as they’re fleeing the smoldering wreckage of their 

nation & temple. They run into Jeremiah along the way. They say, “Pray for us and 

ask God what we should do.” Their entire world just came crashing down, but they 
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still have this inkling, that God might actually have something to say. They ask, 

“pray to the LORD your God for us — for all this remnant… Let the LORD your 

God show us where we should go and what we should do,” (Jer. 42.2-3). They’re 

desperate to rejoice in the truth. They’re desperate for some kind of light & life in 

the midst of darkness & chaos.  

And that’s not always a bad place to be. As we’re reminded in Genesis 1, 

sometimes God does God’s best work in the midst of chaos. Whenever our world 

falls into darkness we’re invited to pray; then to watch, and to listen. That’s the 

pattern we find in Jeremiah. That’s our most reliable path to rejoicing in God’s 

truth. Pray. Watch. Listen. Jeremiah prays, and God responds. God promises to 

bring these rebels light & life in the midst of darkness & chaos. God says, don’t 

run away. Stay here, and prosper. God says, you will grow in the shadow of this 

tragedy & destruction. But the rebels refuse to listen. They accuse Jeremiah of 

spinning his own truth to save his own skin.  

The tragedy for Jeremiah’s people — and sometimes, for us — is that they 

were too far gone to rejoice in God’s truth. They’d already become so convinced of 

the world’s violence that they didn’t just run away, they also kidnapped Jeremiah 

and brought him too. Their story becomes a powerful reminder for us. Because we 

still live in a world where it’s so easy to become convinced of violent truth. It’s still 

so easy to become convinced of the violence, the oppression, the entropy and death 

that surrounds us every day. It’s still so easy because violence & oppression still so 
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often seem to win. Where do we find our truth? 

Violence & suffering was true for ancient Israel. It was true for Jeremiah. It 

was was true for us on 9/11 when thousands of people were killed in the crushing 

reality of fire, ash, and rubble. Violence & suffering are true as the latest hurricane 

tears through the state of FL today. Where do we find our truth and how can we 

possibly rejoice when we’re surrounded by so much violence & suffering? How do 

we avoid becoming so far gone that we can’t even rejoice in God’s truth when it 

shows up in our lives?  

Here’s how. In the midst of the world’s battle for truth, we’re invited to 

worship. We’re invited to worship the God who gives life to the dead and brings 

into existence things that do not even exist. Worship is our primary response. 

Because the great truth of human life is this: We become whatever we worship 

(Psalm 115:8). Whatever we worship defines who we become. That’s how truth 

works for Christians. We don’t have to deny the violence & suffering of the world. 

But if we allow ourselves to be defined by the truth of violence, coercion, or 

suffering, then eventually we’ll become deaf & blind to the truth of our faith. We’ll 

become deaf & blind to the God who gives life to the dead & calls into existence 

things that do not exist. Just like the people of Jeremiah’s day. 

One theologian describes Christian truth as a kind of waking up. He says, 

“Jesus’s love awakens the sleeping parts of our lives to the colors and delights of 

eternal life. [But, he says] This waking is not without pain or difficulty or struggle. 
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Being awake requires more energy than sleeping. There is also the possibility of 

more pain. Sleeping people don't suffer."   1

This year, and every year, as followers of Jesus let’s be defined by the truth 

of God’s light and life in the midst of our world’s violence & chaos. Let’s be 

defined by our worship of the God who raised Jesus from the dead. The 

resurrection of Jesus is the bedrock of our truth. The resurrection subverts any 

claim that violence is the ultimate truth. The resurrection convinces us that God’s 

light and life will survive. 

We don’t have to be afraid of the world’s violence and chaos. After all, 

according the first chapter of Genesis, we worship a God who does some of His 

best work in the midst of chaos. We refuse to be defined by violence & chaos. So 

this year as we (re)commit ourselves to the truth of God’s life and God’s light; as 

we (re)commit ourselves to the truth of faith, hope & love, my invitation is to read 

this chapter from 1 Corinthians at least once a day for the next week (especially 

that section in the middle). Here it is. 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful, arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way… but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 

Amen.

 Peterson, As Kingfishers Catch Fire, 2471


