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It’s all about the thrill. That’s how the architect described what’s being “touted as 

the ‘world's highest and longest’ glass-bottom bridge, elegantly stretched between two 

mountain peaks in central China.”  Fabricated from steel & glass between two cliffs, 1

visitors are invited into the thrill of “vertigo-inducing views” of a canyon floor 900 feet 

below.  It’s all about the thrill. The architect said the inspiration was about holding 2

together the tension between logic & emotions. He said bridges, “tread the boundary 

between [safety & fear], and people like to challenge their rational mind.” It’s all about 

the boundary between logic & emotions, safety & fear. It’s all about the thrill.  

Maybe it’s not a bad summary for Christmas. Right? Maybe it’s not a bad summary 

for the tension between logic & emotions when we hear in the Gospel of John:  the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory (Jn. 1.14). The message 

of the Incarnation has always been a message that treads the boundaries of our hearts & 

minds. It’s always been a message that challenges our ability to hold it all together. No 

wonder it took 4 ce. for the Church to settle on language that even describes Jesus as fully 

human and fully divine. According to one theologian:  What we are being told at 

Christmas is that the personified mind of God “has become a person in Jesus of Nazareth. 

Personification has become a person.”  Our description of God has become the flesh of 3

God. It’s a message that treads the boundary between logic & emotions. So maybe our 
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invitation at Christmas is just to enjoy the thrill; to lean into the tension & mystery 

between logic & emotions, safety & fear. 

After all Christmas has always been surrounded by mystery. It’s always seemed 

fitting to surround Christmas with holiday stories like A Christmas Carol, It’s a 

Wonderful Life, or this year a commercial from Apple where monsters like Frankenstein 

are really one of us (thanks to iPhone). As ludicrous as they seem, it’s always made sense 

to surround Christmas with stories about ghosts from our past or glimpses of life as it 

might have been; stories that tread the boundary between what we know and what we 

hope for (or what we fear). These are the stories that have always been fitting at 

Christmas. Because Christmas treads the boundary between the world as we see it, 

and the world we hope for. So you bet, this Christmas let’s revel in the tension and the 

mystery. Let’s own Christmas as a holiday for religious thrill-seekers; maybe we can even 

rebrand it as a religious version of The Fast & The Furious. Sit back & enjoy the ride. It’s 

fitting. It’s fun. But even so, thrill-seeking is never our only invitation at Christmas  

Christmas isn’t only the religious equivalent of a glass-bottom bridge. Maybe they 

both revel in tension & mystery — but they only resemble each other for a minute. 

Because unlike the raw thrill of a glass-bottom bridge, Christmas actually invites us to 

go somewhere. “Glass bridges are meant for fun …. Aside from delighting and terrifying 

tourists, the … uses [for China’s most recent bridge] include a fashion-show runway [an 

outdoor yoga venue] and a platform for bungee jumps.”  It’s fitting. It’s fun. But it 4
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doesn’t go anywhere. It’s all about the thrill. 

So you can imagine the irony this summer when the world’s “highest & longest” 

glass-bottom bridge suddenly closed just two weeks after opening. According to one 

news outlet, the bridge just “could not stand up to all the hype.” It literally couldn’t stand 

up to tourist traffic that exceeded it’s load capacity of 8,000 people per day by more than 

10 times that amount.  The bridge literally couldn’t stand up to the hype of  80,000 5

visitors per day. When it closed, people were ticked. One tourist posted the following 

message on social media: “I’m on the train [and it’s too late to] change my travel plans or 

get a refund… I see you are the world’s number one cheat… You have made the world 

lose hope.” 

It’s a bit dramatic but they’re making the right point. And here it is. If anything in 

our lives is all about the thrill — we’re just setting ourselves up for disappointment; 

whether we’re talking about a glass-bottom bridge, our job, a relationship, or the life of 

Christian faith. If it’s all about the thrill — the feeling, the desire, the energy of 

unresolved tension — then eventually it’s going to fade. Nothing can stand up to the 

relentless hype of the thrill. Every year the glow of Christmas fades away. And every year 

some people walk away from our faith convinced the world has lost all hope.  

Christmas is fun. Christmas is mystery. Christmas has it’s share of tension & 

thrills. You bet. But Christmas has never been all about the thrills. Christmas is less 

about wowing us and more about leading us. It’s less like the religious equivalent of 
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bungee jumping, where the focus is on the feeling or the experience itself. It’s more about 

pointing us down a road and seeing where the story of Jesus leads. If a glass-bottom 

bridge is all about the thrill, then Christmas is all about following where Jesus leads.  

So it’s no surprise that today’s Readings offer us a glimpse about where this road is 

leading. In Isaiah it’s a road that leads to comfort and rescue — because of the arrival of 

God’s justice & peace; what Scripture calls God’s reign. It’s leading the world to “break 

forth together in singing… for the LORD has comforted” creation (Isa. 52.9). And the 

thrill, if there is one, is allowing Jesus to wow us; to surprise, transform, even subvert our 

expectations about the path to that justice & peace. We live in a world where justice & 

peace rely so heavily on violence, oppression, & control. Jesus leads us on a path where 

justice & peace are the fruit of divine love. It’s a thrill that treads the boundary between 

logic & emotions; between hope for the kind of world where love actually makes a 

difference and fear that we’d be fools to ever trust. It treads the ultimate boundary 

between safety & fear. That’s where the road of Christmas is leading. 

 In a Letter to the Hebrews, Christmas is a road leading to personal intimacy with 

God & our neighbor. The author of Hebrews revels in comparisons between Jesus and the 

institutions of ancient Israel; like the institutional teaching of Moses & the institutional 

sacrifice of the Temple. Hebrews revels in comparing Jesus to everything in Israel that 

reflected God’s glory; to every group that started believing they were the ones calling the 

shots \. And then Hebrews tells us that Jesus himself will replace the all the corrupt 
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institutions of our world , because Jesus himself is the personal reflection of God’s glory 6

and the exact imprint of God’s very being (Heb. 1:2-3). 

The thrill that begins at Christmas is watching Jesus personally confront any 

institution or nation — in his day or ours — that pretends it’s calling the shots in God’s 

world. Hebrews says, “they will perish, but [God] remain; they will all wear out like 

clothing… But you [God] are the same,” (Heb. 1:11-12). It’s a thrill that treads the 

boundary between logic & emotion; between our joy at the kind of world where God 

personally confronts oppression, and fear that we’ll be invited personally by Jesus to do 

the same. That’s where the road of Christmas is leading. 

Finally, in the Gospel of John, Christmas is a road that leads to new creation. 

Because the Word who spoke life out chaos “in the beginning”; the Word through whom 

“all things came into being” is the same Word who tabernacles with us and speaks new 

life —again— in our midst (Jn. 1:1, 3, 14). The thrill that calls us in John’s Gospel is the 

thrill of new creation; the tension between receiving God’s love now in our own lives and 

sharing that God’s love with the world. It’s the tension between seeing Jesus as the 

fulfillment of God’s justice & peace in a broken world, and then becoming people who 

take the risk of embodying & sharing that same love with the world. 

The real thrill, the real mystery & hope at Christmas has less to do with the identity 

of Jesus as somehow fully human and fully divine. The real thrill, the real mystery & 

hope at Christmas is that we’re invited down a road of sharing God’s love & justice & 
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peace with all creation. The real thrill begins right here in our gathered community —the 

church— that becomes a “place where God is especially manifesting His presence to the 

world.”  The thrill of Christmas is that God invests our humble acts of worship & service 7

with infinite meaning as we somehow become the body of Christ to reflect God’s light & 

life. And if that’s what we mean when we talk about the mystery of Christmas, well then 

you bet: It’s all about that thrill. Amen.  
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